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Draft until signed 

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 13th February 2017 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford 

 

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Thorpe (Councillor), J Crooks (Councillor), S Reynard (Councillor), J 

Truelove (County Councillor), D Whybrow (District Councillor) 

Attending: S Meech (Clerk), Mr C Todhunter (Public) 

 

1. Apologises for absence 

 Cllr Stephens-Row & Cllr Whitehead 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Crooks – Planning – Item 9 b) i) – High View, Little London – Declaration of Interest book 

signed and dated by Cllr Crooks 

3. Public Forum 

 Mr Todhunter is present for discussion of Item 14 

4. Minutes of meeting held on Monday 16th January 2017 

Amendment is made to minutes by Cllr Scarff (Chairman) to the action point at the third 

paragraph of agenda item 18. It should have read that Cllr Reynard was to review the 

regulations and not the fees at Stowmarket Town Councils cemetery and that an action point 

should have been included that Cllr Scarff would review the fees. The amendment is made 

and signed by Cllr Scarff and all councillors are in agreement for the amendment. 

5. Matter arising from minutes 

Cllr Whybrow advises Combs Parish Council that he has still not received a response from 

MSDC regarding his query on agricultural ties. 

6. County Councillors Report 

 See Appendix 1 

Cllr Truelove advises Combs Parish Council that the faded white lines that were previously 

reported are still on the list for highways to carry out the works. 

Cllr Truelove also highlights the issue of straw bale movements from a farm in Battisford and 

the nuisance the excess straw coming from the lorries is causing. Cllr Truelove was in fact 

herself behind a transporting lorry the other day and feels that action is required for this 

problem, therefore, Cllr Truelove has reported the issue and will update Combs Parish 

Council when she hears back. 

7. District Councillors Report 

 See Appendix 2 

Cllr Crooks asks Cllr Whybrow to investigate whether MSDC dust cart lorries have fuel tank 

filling facilities on site as he saw a dust cart filling up at an Esso garage the other day and 

wondered what the cost implications for this are. 

8. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 
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 Everything is included in the agenda 

14. (b/f)       Footpaths including email from resident of Model Farm 

Cllr Scarff brings this item forward for Mr Todhunter. The email highlights that some 

footpaths near to Model Farm have become very slippery due to trees and hedges being 

trimmed and subsequent leaf waste not cleared. Cllr Thorpe kindly cleared the footpaths 

outside of Model Farm as indicated by Mr Todhunter in his correspondence to Combs Parish 

Council. Mr Todhunter thanks Combs Parish Council for their quick and efficient response to 

his email and queries if the local authority could now be encouraged to keep the path clear. 

Cllr Scarff advises that the footpaths are reported every year but SCC do not necessarily have 

the resources to cover this.  

Action – Cllr Thorpe to report to SCC again the footpaths that need clearing from the Tannery 

to Scotches Corner and Scotches Corner to Poplar Hill. 

Action – Clerk to contact SCC to see if an indemnity is required if Combs Parish Council are to 

clear the paths. 

9. Planning 

a. Applications received for consideration 

i. 0283/17 - Walnut Tree Cottage, Moats Tye, Combs, IP14 2EX - Non-material 
amendment sought following grant of planning permission 1831/14 – All councillors 
agree this has already been approved and is just an amendment. 
 
0272/17 & 0273/17 – 3 Model Farm, Park Road, Combs IP14 2JG - Installation of an 
oil fired central heating boiler to the north facing wall and installation of a oil tank in 
the garden – these applications came in after the agenda was produced, however, 
councillors do not feel it is necessary to hold an extraordinary meeting for these as 
applications for number 4 & 5 Model Farm for similar works have already been 
agreed with no comments to be made by Combs Parish Council 

b. Decisions received from MSDC 
i. 4912/16 - High View, Little London, Combs IP14 2ES - Erection of two storeys 

dwelling following the demolition of existing dwelling. Improvements to existing 
vehicular access. Stationing of 2no. temporary static caravans for use throughout 
construction – Permission granted 

ii. 4937/16 – Jackbridge Farm, Jacks Lane, Combs IP14 2NQ – Erection of a general 
agricultural building – Permission granted 

 
10. Finance 

a. Accounts review to date 

i. Combs Parish Council current account balance as of 26th January 2017, is £4,563.12 

and the current balance of the savings account as of 2nd February 2017, is 

£12,020.57. Cllr Crooks checks the figure on the bank statements and signs and 

dates the statement. 

b. Payments received 

i. BVHMC - Santa’s Float Monies donation for defib machines - £673.70 

c. Payments to hand 

i. S Meech – Clerks Overtime and Expenses – £35.36 - Cllr Thorpe proposes payment, 
Cllr Crooks seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 
022122 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe. 

ii. Information Commissioner – Data Protection Registration - £35.00 - Cllr Reynard 
proposes payment, Cllr Crooks seconded payment and all councillors agree 
payment. Cheque number 022123 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr 
Thorpe. 

11. Clerk – change of address 
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Clerk advises Combs Parish Council that she is relocating to a county outside of Suffolk and is 

happy to carry on in her role as parish clerk for the time being and has confirmed with SALC 

that this is possible, clerk opens this up for discussion. The councillors feel it is necessary to 

arrange a meeting of all councillors without the clerk present to discuss options and how they 

would like to move forward. 

Action – Cllr Scarff to arrange a meeting of the councillors to discuss relocation of clerk. 

13. (b/f) SALC response regarding funding requests for BDCC and BVHMC 

Cllr Scarff reads out an email response received from SALC regarding whether Combs Parish 

Council have powers to give funds for local grant funding requests. SALC advise that it is 

possible to grant funding after budgets have been set, however, the budgets would need to 

be revised.  

12. BDCC – funding email contribution for new nets 

Cllr Scarff reads out an email received from Battisford and District Cricket Club (BDCC) 

requesting some funding with a suggested amount of £250.00 towards the repairing of nets 

for the cricket club. Cllr Reynard proposes to honour the grant request of £250.00, Cllr Crooks 

seconds and all councillors are in agreement for the payment. All councillors are happy for 

the £250.00 to be transferred to the current bank account from the savings account. 

Action – Cllr Scarff to enquire with Santander Business Banking as to how to transfer monies 

from the savings account to the current account and to request a cash card in order for 

paying in cheques at the branch. 

15.                Straw movements from Sloe Farm, Battisford 

 This item was covered by Cllr Truelove under agenda item 6 

16.                Combs cemetery 

Cllr Reynard has been reviewing the cemetery fees and regulations at Stowmarket Town 

Council and comparing them to the current regulations and fees at Combs Parish Council. Cllr 

Reynard feels that something is needed in the regulations to advise that the grave owners are 

responsible for the graves that they own. 

Action – Clerk to email over the latest cemetery regulations for Combs Parish Council to Cllr 

Reynard and Cllr Reynard will make some relevant amendments and forward around to 

Combs Parish Council for their input and views. 

17.                St Marys Churchyard including grass cutting and maintenance – current contract STC 

Cllr Scarff advises Combs Parish Council that Ann Cole from St Marys Church has managed to 

find the family of whom the collapsed tomb relates to and they are not prepared to pay for 

any remedial work to be carried out on the tomb so it will have to be laid down. The family 

have given authority for the tomb to be collapsed.  

Action – Cllr Scarff to advise the Diocese of the family’s authority and ask advice as to how to 

proceed. 

18.                Street Lighting 

Cllr Thorpe has had a meeting with Carl Folley regarding him providing Combs Parish Council 

with a quotation for replacing and maintaining the street lighting in Combs. Carl Folley has 

advised Cllr Thorpe that he is unable to offer a maintenance package as Pearce & Kemp 

currently do, however, he has advised Cllr Thorpe that once the lights are upgraded they will 

not require the same amount of maintenance and could be fixed on an as and when basis. 
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Carl Folley needs to make some more investigations and then will come back to Cllr Thorpe 

with a quotation and some prices for consideration. 

Cllr Scarff advises Combs Parish Council that Pearce & Kemp have sent a letter to confirm that 

our current maintenance contract with them is due for renewal on 31st March 2017, 

however, the invoices we receive show a contract end date of the end of June 2017. 

Action - Clerk to clarify contract end date with Pearce & Kemp 

19.                Correspondence 

Clerk makes Combs Parish Council aware of a letter she has received from Anglian Water 

regarding the laying of a water main 2.6km from a new booster pumping station at Combs 

Reservoir to the housing development at Chilton Leys, West of Stowmarket, work is to be 

carried out between February 2017 and August 2017. Some road closures and increased 

traffic may occur.  

Regarding the previous agenda point raised by Cllr Stephens-Row in relation to parking on 

double yellow lines at Poplar Hill, Cllr Truelove advises that currently no enforcement occurs 

and that SCC and MSDC are in negotiations for MSDC to take over enforcement. 

Clerk has circulated an email to all councillors regarding a Heritage Training Event for Town 

and Parish Councils through the Suffolk Preservation Society on 14th March 2017. Cllr 

Whitehead and Cllr Crooks have shown an interest in attending and feel it will be beneficial 

for members of Combs Parish Council to attend. All councillors are happy for Cllr Whitehead 

and Cllr Thorpe to attend the training session. Action – Clerk to book both councillors onto 

the training session. 

20.                Any other business for inclusion on the next agenda 

• Straw movements 

• St Marys Churchyard 

• Pearce & Kemp Contract Renewal 

• Poplar Hill Parking 

 

21.                 Date and time of next meeting – Monday 13th March 2017 at 7.30pm 

Meeting closed at 9.10pm 
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Appendix 1 

BOSMERE DIVISION REPORT FEBRUARY 2017 
County Councillor Julia Truelove 

Budget Proposals 2017/18 

The Budget proposals for 2017/18 will be debated at Full Council on February 8th 2017. 
 
a) Whilst having regard to savings of £31.3M, there is a budget requirement of £436,355,298 to be 
made. 
 
b) A freeze in general council tax for 2017/18 so that the Band D council tax for County Services 
remains at £1,126.53. 
 
c) An increase in the Social Care Precept that was ring-fenced to help fund Adult Social Care.  This 
increase was equivalent to 3% of the total Band D council tax.  Therefore the 2017/18 Band D Social 
Care Precept would be £56.97. 
 
d) A council tax requirement/total precept on the collection funds of District and Borough Councils 
of £289,151,087 which includes the precept to fund Adult Social Care of £13,918,832. 
 
e) A capital programme for 2017/18 totalling £97.7M. 

Sizewell C Proposals – Joint Response – S.C.C. & Suffolk Coastal 

Each of the two authorities held a Cabinet meeting on Tuesday 31 January to discuss the joint report 
amongst elected members that offers a full response to current plans as part of the long awaited 
Stage 2 consultation, ahead of any potential development of a new nuclear power station on the 
Suffolk coast. The Cabinet report will be forwarded to EDF Energy before the consultation ends on 
Friday 3 February 2017 alongside the views of many local community groups and individuals who 
have taken time to offer important feedback on this subject. 

The response makes it clear that both authorities support the principle of a new nuclear power 
station and recognise the benefits for the local economy; including jobs, skills and business. 
However, at this point there is a lot more work required on the part of EDF Energy to provide much 
greater detail and demonstrate how they plan to mitigate many of the significant concerns. 

Particular aspects of the feedback offered by the authorities focus on the challenges of 
accommodation, construction, transport, environment and effect on local communities. 

The report confirms that some of the proposals are sound; including the temporary extension of rail 
links and park and ride bus site. The positive economic outcomes are also welcomed.  

In regards to road improvement the councils have made it clear that the preferred option is for the 
‘SEGway’ (the Suffolk Energy Gateway including a 4 village bypass) to be built in time for the 
development. This means that within EDF Energy’s current stage 2 consultation, the option for a two 
village bypass for Farnham and Stratford St Andrew is the absolute bare minimum mitigation that 
they must fund. The authorities will strive to deliver a SEGway by seeking government funding to 
add to what EDF Energy must provide for a two village bypass.     
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There are a number of areas of EDF Energy’s proposals that simply require much more detail. 

BOSMERE DIVISION REPORT FEBRUARY 2017 
continued 

The Chair of Sizewell C Joint Local Authorities Group (JLAG) said: “With this formal response to the 
consultation I want to make our position very clear. Whilst we understand the need to address the 
UK’s future power needs and we broadly support the principal of a new nuclear power station being 
built in our community in Suffolk, we are not able to support the specific proposals put forward at 
this time. We believe that the impacts of the development planned in its current guise are as yet, 
not fully mitigated or evidenced. 

The Cabinet report can be viewed on S.C.C.’s website at: 
http://committeeminutes.suffolkcc.gov.uk/. 

Key Points from the Police and Crime Panel Meeting – 31 January 2017 

For your information, in advance of publication of the formal minutes, the following is a note of 
some key points from the Suffolk Police and Crime Panel meeting, held in Ipswich. 

The Panel considered the PCC’s proposed Policing Precept for 2017/18, and unanimously supported 
the Police and Crime Commissioner’s proposal to increase the precept by 1.972% in 2017/18. 
Further detail is in the Panel’s formal report, available on the Suffolk County Council website. 

The Panel questioned the PCC about Cybercrime, and heard details of cybercrime investigations 
resulting in eight convictions.  The PCC is continuing to invest in the cybercrime unit based in 
Halesworth, and there was investment last year in cyber investigators working within 
neighbourhood support teams, and PCSOs working with schools. The discussion covered: raising 
awareness of cybercrime, the expertise available in Suffolk, the vulnerability of young and also older 
people, the statistic that 80% of cybercrime is avoidable, the need for joined up working and sharing 
of data, the good working relationship with the Crown Prosecution Service, the global nature of the 
threat, how the PCC will measure success, and how to get more advice out to the public.  The Panel 
recommended to the PCC that there should be a further update to the Panel on cybercrime 
performance in six months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://committeeminutes.suffolkcc.gov.uk/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/assets/community-and-safety/crime-and-public-safety/police-and-crime-panel/Suffolk-PCP-Report-Proposed-Precept-2017.pdf
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Appendix 2 

     Councillor David Whybrow (Conservative)   

     Mid Suffolk District Council Member for Ringshall Ward  

  

     Report to Combs Parish Council   

  

     Full Parish Council Meeting on Monday 13th January 2017  

    

  

Planning (since 17th January 2017 to date of report)  

1.1 Validated (awaiting Decision) -   

  1.1.1  3 Model Farm, Park Road, Combs   IP14 2JG 

Reference 0272/17 (Full) & 0273/17 (Listed Building)  

Installation of an oil fired central heating boiler to the north facing wall and 

installation of an oil tank in the garden  

Validated 07 Feb 17  

Consultation expiry 08 Mar 17  

Target Determination 04 Apr 17  

1.2 Decisions –   

  1.2.1  Walnut Tree CottagePlot 2, Kersey Hall, Tannery Road, Combs   IP14 2EZ  

Reference 0283/17  

Non-material amendment following grant of planning permission 1831/14  

Decision 13 Feb 17  

Decision – Grant  

  1.2.2  High View, Little London, Combs   IP14 2ES  

    Reference 4912/16  

Erection of two storey dwelling following demolition of existing dwelling. 

Improvements to existing vehicular access. Stationing of 2 no temporary 

static caravans for use throughout construction.  

Validated 09 Dec 16  

Consultation expiry 05 Jan 17  

Target Determination 03 Feb 17  

Decision 03 Feb 17  

Decision – Grant  

  

  

2.0 Right to Buy revenue reinvested locally  

MSDC have recently used RTB receipts to purchase an additional affordable home for rent 

to local people within the Ringshall Ward. Investments of this kind in our community will 

help provide excellent accommodation options for those who do not own their own homes 

and may have to move elsewhere if such opportunities were not available.  
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3.0 Changes to Garden Waste Collection  

Mid Suffolk have carried out a review of their Garden Waste Collection Service. The service 

has grown over the years they have sometimes struggled on certain days during the 

summer to complete the rounds on the correct day.  

The aim is to continuously improve the service for customers and accordingly have 

therefore reorganised collection rounds to cope with this extra growth.   

The affected households should have received a letter last month informing them of the 

change.  

The new collection day in Combs is Thursday (previously Monday). The changes started from 

the week commencing Monday 6th February.  

  

  

4.0 Dog and litter bin emptying service 2017/18  

It has been decided not to increase the charges for 2017/18. The current costs are £30.00 

per litter bin and £35.00 per dog bin.  These prices are heavily subsidised by Mid Suffolk. 

The Council has a full time employee and a dedicated vehicle for this service. It is 

anticipated that charges will rise again in 2018/19.  

  

  

5.0 Public Access and Accommodation Update  

Last September both Mid Suffolk and Babergh Councils voted overwhelmingly in favour of a 

new Public Access Strategy – The All Together project to deliver that strategy is rightly a 

high priority. At the last Parish Liaison Meeting an explanation of how the Council is moving 

to fully integrated digital, automated and better services was given. However, the Council is 

also committed to ensuring face-to-face contact for those who need it: this option will 

always be available. The Mid Suffolk Customer Access Point will be in Stowmarket at 54 

Ipswich Street, Stowmarket. This site will be for face-to-face customer access and for the 

combined Babergh and Mid Suffolk Call Centre. It is a shared site with Suffolk County 

Council and the SCC Contact Centre already operates from there.  

   

  

  

6.0 Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk update  

Citizens Advice Mid Suffolk is an independent charity, reliant on local authority grants and 

donations. Mid Suffolk one of the major providers of financial support. This has enabled 

them to provide their services to nearly 3,000 clients during 2016 of which 185 were 

residents from the Ringshall Ward.  
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In addition to providing this free, confidential and impartial advice to everyone in need on 

all issues relating to; benefits, debt, employment, consumer rights, legal, relationship and 

family problems, health and education, they also do the following:  

   

• Organise around 190 food parcels a year for clients and their families, which is one 

for every day that we are open.  

• Provide a Family Law Advice Clinic every month which provides clients with free half 

hour sessions with a solicitor to assess family law problems and the options 

available to them.  

• Home visits for benefit clients that have difficulties leaving their homes.  

• Employment & Benefit Tribunal Representation with our Specialists.  

• Mid Suffolk District Council Tenants have a dedicated team of money advisers to 

help them.  

• Run a Multiple Sclerosis project, for families affected by MS .  

  

  

  

7.0 Conclusion  

I trust the forgoing is informative and relevant.   

Finally, if there are specific matters that you would like me to investigate or report on – just 

ask.   

  

Contacts details as follows:  

david.whybrow@midsuffolk.gov.uk david@dswhybrow.com  

07799 068 926  

Or visit me at The Old Rectory, Stowmarket Road, Ringshall.  IP14 2HZ  
 

 
 

 

 

 


