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Draft until signed 

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 14th December 2015 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford 

 

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), D Thorpe (Councillor), T Whitehead 

(Councillor), J Crooks (Councillor), S Reynard (Councillor) 

Attending: S Meech (Clerk), Cllr J Truelove (County Councillor), Cllr D Whybrow (District Councillor), 

Martin Render (Community Heartbeat Trust), Rev C Childs 

 

1. Apologises for absence 

 None 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Whitehead – Item 20 (White House Farm/Moats Tye Livery) 

3. Minutes of meeting held on Monday 9th November 2015 

 Agreed and signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting 

4. Matters arising from minutes 

 No matters arising from minutes 

19. (b/f) Community Heartbeat Trust – Defibrillation machine 

Martin Render from Community Heartbeat Trust attended the meeting to discuss the 

benefits of installation of defibrillation machines in rural villages. Martin advised the parish 

council of statistics relating to cardiac arrest and how the fitting of a defibrillation machine is 

a long term project with the yearly on costs being approximately a £100 a year. Cllr Scarff 

queries where a defibrillation machine could be located within the village, Martin Render 

advises it would ideally be located in a central location which they could help us to work out. 

Martin Render also advises that there are a range of security measures to help vandal proof 

the machines. The British Heart Foundation are currently offering free defibrillation machines 

and the national lottery can also help with funding. 

5. Public Forum 

Rev Chris Childs is attending the meeting to thank Combs Parish Council for their support and 

to provide an update on St Marys Church, Combs. The roof has been repaired temporarily 

and should last for 4 years, it is hoped that it will amended to a material that looks like lead. 

Security cameras have been fitted and the church has to allow access to the public 24 hours a 

day. Rev Childs does want the parking to be improved for the church, Battisford gardening 

club have donated some bulbs to the church. Rev Childs also wanted to highlight that the 

church and hall are available for the community and not just for regular visitors of the church. 

6. County Councillors Report 

See Appendix 1. Cllr Truelove highlighted that if anything is needed from the locality budget it 

needs to be applied for before the end of the financial year so applications would need to be 

made for around February time, Cllr Truelove is happy to put around £1,000.00 towards a 

defibrillation machine for the parish. Action – Cllr Truelove to locate correspondence 

received from Suffolk Highways confirming approval of bench location in parish  
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7. District Councillors Report 

See Appendix 2. Action – Clerk to send email over to Susan Francis at MSDC for an update on 

Meadow View as last correspondence advised that notice has been served but there has 

been no further update. Cllr Whybrow will also investigate and report back at our next parish 

council meeting 

8. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

 Nothing to report 

9. Planning 

a. Applications received for consideration 

i. 4161/15 – Little London Cottage, Little London, Combs IP14 2ES – Erection of 
ground mounted solar PV system – All councillors agree no objections – Action -
clerk to advise MSDC of decision 

ii. 3031/15 – Copelands, Little London, Combs IP14 2ES – Erection of an annexe – 
Application withdrawn 

iii. 3990/15 – Windy Ridge, Park Road, Combs IP14 2JR – 6 Oak Trees – raise 
canopy’s to approximately 20’ above road level and trim back lower branches 
from over pavement – All councillors agree no objections. Action – clerk to 
advise MSDC of decision 

b. Decisions received from MSDC 
i. 3722/15 – Walnut Tree Cottage, Moats Tye, Combs IP14 2EX – Erection of first 

floor extension, two storey rear extension, single storey side extension and new 
front porch following demolition of existing - Granted 
 

10. Finance 

a. Accounts review to date – all councillors agree to figures 

b. Payments received 

i. Memorial fee t/l Mary and John Garrod - £80.00 

c. Payments to hand 

i. Clerks Overtime and Expenses - £89.83 - Cllr Crooks proposes payment, Cllr 
Stephens-Row seconds. All councillors agree payment. Chq Number 022069 
written and signed 

ii. Stowmarket Skip Hire - £135.00 – Cllr Stephens-Row proposes payment, Cllr 

Reynard seconds. All councillors agree payment. Chq number 022070 written and 

signed 

iii. SALC – Clerks Website Training - £27.00 – Cllr Crooks proposes payment, Cllr Thorpe 

seconds. All councillors agree payment. Chq number 022071 written and signed 

 

11. External audit arrangements 

 All councillors agree not to opt out for external audit arrangements 

12. Transparency Fund Application 

Application is forwarded to all councillors, all councillors agree to application and for it to be 

submitted to SALC 

13. Street Lighting – Cllr Thorpe 

Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe have met with Pearce & Kemp to discuss a report being produced 

for the street lights in Combs to be changed over to LED. Pearce & Kemp are happy to check 

all the lights and produce a report, however, this will be in the New Year as Christmas 

approaching. There are 27 lights within the parish of which 4 are concrete which would have 

to be completely changed. It is agreed by councillors to wait for the report to be produced 



 

3 
 

and then decisions to be made regarding works to be carried out to the street lights in 

Combs. 

14. Precepts/Tax bases/Grants and Budget for 2016 

Action – Cllr Scarff, Cllr Whitehead and S Meech to arrange a budget meeting in order to 

produce a draft budget and precept amount for the next parish council meeting 

15. Anglian Water – works rectified? 

 Cllr Crooks confirms that all rectification work has been carried out by Anglian Water 

16. Signing off amended cemetery regulations 

All councillors agree to amended cemetery regulations. Action – Set of amended regulations 

to be sent out with every new grave. Cllr Scarff to ensure a copy is posted on the cemetery 

notice board and clerk to upload amended regulations on to Combs Parish Council website 

17. Dog waste bin purchase for Little London 

Cllr Crooks confirmed that a new dog waste bin would cost £103.82 including VAT for Little 

London. Cllr Stephens-Row proposes the purchase, Cllr Reynard seconds and all councillors 

agree to purchase. Action – Clerk to order a green dog waste bin from Glasdon to be 

delivered to Cllr Crooks for fitting 

18. Dog waste bin increases for 2016 

 All councillors are aware of price increases, e-mail from MSDC forwarded to all councillors 

20.   White House Farm/Moats Tye Livery 

Action – Business use email received from MSDC to be forwarded to Cllr Whybrow for him to 

investigate 

21.                Correspondence 

Cllr Scarff advises that the last topple test for St Marys Churchyard was carried out 10 years 

ago. Action – Cllr Scarff and Cllr Stephens-Row to explore the possibility of an up to date 

report being produced and also the council insurance policy is to be checked to see if St 

Mary’s churchyard is included 

Action – Some highway repair work has been carried out by Shingle Cottage but not all so 

clerk to report again 

Action - Highways report needed as the road has collapsed in a couple of places at the top of 

Mill Lane where it meets Burnthouse Lane 

Action – Clerk to see if S Winter can move next parish meeting from Monday 11th January 

2015 to Monday 18th January 2015  

22.                Any other business raised by councillors for inclusion on the next agenda  

 Defibrillation machine 

 Meadow View 

 

23.                Date and time of next meeting – Amended from Monday 11th January 2016 to Monday 18th                       

 January 2016 

 

Meeting closed at 9.38pm 
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Appendix 2 

Report to Combs Parish Council for Full Council Meeting on Monday 14th December 2015 From David 

Whybrow, Mid Suffolk District Councillor.  

  

1.0 Planning (since last report 9th November 2015 to date of report issue)  
1.1 Validated  

1.1.1    Windy Ridge, Park Road, Combs    IP14 2JR  

   Reference 3990/15  

  6 Oak trees – raise canopy to approximately 20’ above road level and trim  

 back lower branches from over pavement.   Validated 10 November 2015  

   Target Determination 22 December 2015  

 1.1.2  Little London Cottage, Little London, Combs    IP14 2ES  

   Reference 4161/15  

   Erection of ground mounted solar PV system  

   Validated 25 November 2015  

   Consultation Expiry 23 December 2015  

   Target Determination 20 January 2016  

1.2 Withdrawn  

 1.2.1  Copelands, Little London, Combs IP14 2ES   

Reference 3031/15  

Erection of an annexe.  

Validated 1 October 2015   

Consultation Expiry 16 November 2015  

Target Determination 26 November 2015  

1.3 Pending Decision  

 1.3.1  White House Farm, Moats Tye   IP14 2EY  

   Reference 2680/15  

  Proposed conversion of brick outbuilding and barn to single dwelling with link  

 between (Full Planning Permission)   Validated 14 August 2015  

   Consultation Expiry 29 December 2015  

   Target Determination 19 October 2015  

1.4 Decisions  

 1.4.1  White House Farm, Moats Tye   IP14 2EY  

   Reference 2932/15  

  Proposed conversion of brick outbuilding and barn to single dwelling with link  

 between (Listed Building Consent)   Validated 24 August 2015  

   Consultation Expiry 29 September 2015  

  Target Determination 19 October 2015 Decision 

made 09 December 2015  
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Listed Building Consent has been Granted  

  

  

1.4.2  Hazlemere. Park Road, Combs  IP14 2JZ  Reference 

3754/15  

Removal of a small Field Maple, Scots Pine, Yew tree, small Oak, Sycamore and 

Holly. Prune English Oak.  

Validated 15 October 2015   

Consultation Expiry 21 October 2015  

Target Determination 26 November 2015  

Decision made 09 December 2015  

Planning Permission has been Granted  

1.4.3    Walnut Tree Cottage, Moats Tye, Combs  IP14 2EX   

Reference 3772/15  

Erection of first floor rear extension, two storey rear extension, single storey side 

extension and new front porch following demolition of existing.   

Validated 16 October 2015   

Consultation Expiry 26 November 2015  

Target Determination 11 December 2015  

Decision made 03 December 2015  

Planning Permission has been Granted  

1.5 Permitted Developments  

    I am aware of no PD matters in the reporting period.  

1.6 Appeals  

  1.6.1  High View, Little London, Combs   IP14 2ES  

    APP/W3520/W/3134858  

    Appeal against refusal of planning permission  

    Lodged Date 18 September 2015  

    Validated Date 13 November 2015  

    Additional comments to Planning Inspectorate by 18/12/2015  

  

  

2.0 “One-off” Mid Suffolk Locality Award Programme.  

A further reminder - the application deadline is 8th January 2016  
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Application Forms need to be returned to the Communities Team for co-ordination and forwarding 

onto me. Assessment and payment of successful applications is likely to be immediately after the 

deadline.  

Any questions or queries you may have on the Awards can be supported by the Communities Team:  

Emma Bendall: Tel: 01449 724650 Email: emma.bendall@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk  

Gillian Hilder: Tel: 01449 724631 Email: gillian.hilder@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk  

Josephine Beever: Tel: 01449 724654 Email: josephine.beever@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk If you’re 

aware of a local qualifying not-for profit groups or organisations please make them aware of this 

Award Programme so this funding opportunity doesn’t pass without at least making an application.  

  

  

  

3.0 Devolution in Suffolk  
Since the first “Challenge Team” meeting there has been a great deal of work carried out to develop 

the proposals in more detail. The main areas of focus are:  

·         Engaging with the two counties’ MPs to ensure that they have all the information they need 

about our emerging proposals  

·         Developing the governance elements. The proposals are based on having light touch 

governance, dependent on the responsibilities devolved.  This has been made this clear in 

discussions with Government. The only county devolution deal to date, Cornwall, has no Mayor.  

·         Considering how Suffolk and Norfolk might wish to work with Cambridgeshire in the future. 

There are a number of issues and viewpoints across the Norfolk and Suffolk councils and these were 

discussed in details at a meeting of all the leaders on 7th December. At the time of issue I have no 

feedback on the outcomes from this meeting.  

·        Discussions continue between local workstream leads and senior civil servants around the 

elements of the devolution deal, looking to finalise the ‘asks’ and ‘offers’ for consideration by 

Councils in Norfolk and Suffolk. This includes more information about the future financial outlook.  

Whatever the final version of our proposals, there will be consultation with stakeholders and each 

participating council will need to vote upon them.  

  

4.0 Litter and dog bin emptying service  
There will be a price increase from April 2016 for the bin emptying services. The increase will be £5 

per bin bringing the costs up to £30 per litter bin per annum and £35 per dog bin per annum.  

  

5.0 Parish Precept for year 2016/17  
A reminder regarding a few matters to take into account whilst you are considering 2016/17 precept 

levels.  

The Precept Form for 2016/17 needs to be returned by 31st January 2016.   

The Combs Council tax Base has decreased by 0.3% to 301.79 from 302.56.  
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The Grant to be paid to Combs for 2016/17 is £21.50 which is reduced from £43.00 in this financial 

year. Please note that this will reduce to zero in 2017/18.  

At time of print nothing has been received from the government regarding possible capping or 

referendum criteria for Parish/Town Councils for 2016/17.    

Further clarification or answers to queries may be received from Sue Palmer (01473 825816, email: 

sue.palmer@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk ) or Melissa Evans (01473 825819, email: 

Melissa.evans@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk).  

  

6.0 Waste, Recycling and Christmas  
Mid Suffolk will not be sending out 2016 waste collection calendars to all residents this year but it is 

easy to download a copy from the website.  

http://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/UploadsMSDC/Environment/Waste-Delivery/MSDC- 

Calendar-2015-2016.pdf  

For those unable to view online or download from the web, printed copies of the calendar  can be 

picked up from the following locations.  

 Parish Clerks; Libraries; Tourist Information Centres; Leisure Centres; NHS Doctors  surgeries; Post 

Offices; Council Offices; Co-ops; Rural Coffee Caravan  

However, if individual residents are unable to obtain the calendar any other way, we can post one 

out to them if they contact us on the waste helpline on 01449 778678 or send an email to 

recycling@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk  

Over the festive period there will be changes to the usual bin collection days across both the 

Babergh and Mid Suffolk Districts.  To ensure residents present their bins for collection on the 

correct day, please see the Christmas and New Year collection calendars here 

http://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/assets/UploadsMSDC/Environment/Waste-Delivery/MSDCchristmas-

calendar.pdf  

Once the festive fun is over it will be possible to recycle Christmas trees at a number of convenient 

collection points. Details are available here http://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/christmas-tree-recycling/  

Once collected, the trees will be chipped and composted at a local composting facility to produce a 

soil conditioner for the benefit of other plants and trees in the future. Alternatively, for those 

residents who have a garden waste collection, real trees can be placed beside the brown bins for 

pick up during the whole of January.  

  

7.0 Broadband related Road Closures.  

There are some road closures in December and January to allow BT Openreach to install new 

network cabling. These will variously apply to Straight Road, Bowl Corner, Bowl Road,  

Bildeston Road, Tannery Road, Deadman’s Lane, and Moats Tye. They started on 7th December going 

through to 22nd resuming again on 4th January for a couple of further days. Further detail is as noted 

on the Notice in this reports Appendices.   

  

8.0 Town and Parish Newsletter No 25 for December 2015 This 
newsletter is attached for further information.  
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9.0 Conclusion  
I trust the forgoing is informative and relevant.   

Finally, if there are specific matters that you would like me to investigate or report on – just ask.   

  

Contacts details as follows:  

david.whybrow@midsuffolk.gov.uk david@dswhybrow.com  
07799 068 926  

Or visit me at The Old Rectory, Stowmarket Road, Ringshall.  IP14 2HZ  

  

10.0 Appendices   

• BT related road closure 2015-12 and 2016-01  

• Town and Parish Newsletter No 25 for December 2015  
 


