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Draft until signed 

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Extraordinary Meeting 
Saturday 14th May 2016 at 9.00am, St Mary’s Church Hall, Poplar Hill, Combs IP14 2AY 

. 

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), T Whitehead (Councillor), J Crooks 

(Councillor), S Reynard (Councillor), D Thorpe (Councillor) 

Attending: S Meech (Clerk), Cllr J Truelove (County Councillor) 

 

3. (b/f) Election of chairman and vice chairman 

Cllr Truelove brings this item forward as it needs a vote before the meeting can proceed. Cllr 

Truelove asks for nominations for chairman. Cllr Thorpe proposed Cllr Scarff, this was 

seconded by Cllr Stephens-Row. Cllr Scarff confirmed that he was willing to stand for 

chairman. The parish councillors all voted and there was a unanimous vote for Cllr Scarff to 

remain chairman. 

Cllr Truelove asks for nominations for vice-chairman. Cllr Scarff propose Cllr Stephens-Row, 

this was seconded by Cllr Thorpe. Cllr Stephens-Row confirmed that he is willing to stand for 

vice-chairman. The parish councillors all voted and there was a unanimous vote for Cllr 

Stephens-Row to remain as vice-chairman. 

1.                 Apologises for absence 

Cllr Whybrow (District Councillor) 

2.                 Declaration of Interest 

Cllr Stephens-Row – 5 a) ii) – Finance – Reimbursement for turf 

4.                 Public Forum 

No public present 

5.                 Finance 

a. Payments to hand 

i. S Meech – Overtime and Expenses – £42.83 - Cllr Crooks proposes 

payment, Cllr Stephens-Row seconds payment and all councillors agree 

payment. Cheque Number 022087 written and signed 

ii. D Stephens-Row – Turf for cemetery - £24.50 – Cllr Reynard proposes 

payment, Cllr Stephens-Row seconds payment and all councillors agree 

payment. Cheque Number 022088 written and signed 

 

6.                 Standing orders review 

The current standing orders have been reviewed by councillors and all councillors agree that 

they do not require any changes to the current standing orders 

7.                 Financial Regulations Review 

As the financial regulations model was updated in 2016, councillors are to review the new 

model and make relevant amendments to the model to bring regulations up to date 

8.                 Risk Assessment Review 

Councillors have noted the contents and all are happy with the content.  
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Action – Clerk to amend the date on the form for 2016/2017  

9.                 Members Interests 2016 – Pecuniary and Non-pecuniary 

Cllr Scarff advises that this is a form that is filled out electronically online.  

Action – Clerk to find form and check that all councillors have filled in the correct 

information 

10.                 Asset Register Review 

Some items need to be added – defibrillation machine, laptop, 1 dog bin and a bench. Once 

added then councillors will be happy with the contents of the register 

Action – Clerk to clarify with SALC as to how depreciation affects the asset values 

11.                 Clerks contract of employment review 

Contract was produced and signed by previous chairman. 

Action – Pay scales to be requested from SALC by clerk and forwarded over to chairman. 

Annual review to be arranged for clerk with chairman. Chairman to arrange for a letter to be 

sent to clerk regarding pension arrangements and amendment of clerks pay by cheque to 

standing order. 

12.                 Annual return for audit 

Annual return and account review for 15/16 reviewed by all councillors and final figures on 

annual return approved by all councillors. Clerk and chairman sign and date the annual 

return. 

13. Comments for consultation launched on draft development brief for land south of Union 

Road Stowmarket   

All councillors have reviewed this draft development brief and Cllr Scarff believes that the 

only relevant areas for Combs Parish Council to comment on are the roads, cycle paths and 

boundaries and Cllr Whitehead raises the issue of the slope of the land and risk of flooding. 

Cllr Scarff advises also that the original plans were for 250 dwellings and the new brief is for 

300 dwellings. Cllr Scarff is concerned that the development could cause traffic congestion 

through Stowmarket and that Combs Lane could potentially be used if there is congestion in 

town and more traffic could be likely in Combs Ford. Cllr Truelove raises how Combs Lane is 

not an incredibly safe road and the development could raise further risks to safety. 

Action – Clerk to produce a letter for MSDC advising of the following concerns – firstly the 

concerns over traffic congestion and safety specifically on Combs Lane, Star House Lane and 

the Shepherd and Dog bridge over the River Rat and how these areas are to be potentially 

used also by the 174 homes already planned to be built on land off Farriers Road in Combs 

Ford. Good planning has been made for cycle paths in the development brief, however, it is 

not shown that there are any links to existing cycle paths and Combs Parish Council feel it is 

essential for the planned cycle paths to be connected and upgraded. Part of the land in the 

development brief appears to be within the parish of Onehouse although Stowmarket is 

likely to collect the precept for these homes. Part of Combs parish is annexed by Stowmarket 

with the Farriers Road development and Combs Parish Council feel this is a further parcel of 

land annexed away from an adjoining parish, raising concerns over other land that is 

adjoining Stowmarket. With regards to the drainage for the development flooding already 

occurs at the Shepherd & Dog end of Combs Lane and this development will be adding 300 

more houses and it is felt that this will increase the risk of flash flooding and further water 

going into local rivers.   



 

3 
 

Action – Cllr Stephens-Row to note all caution signs along Combs Lane for comment letter 

Action – Cllr Truelove to investigate accidents in the area 

14. Any other business raised by councillors for inclusion on the next agenda 

Cllr Thorpe advises that footpath no: 61 has now been fixed 

Cllr Truelove says further to discussion at previous meetings she is happy to use part of her 

locality budget to pay for an unsuitable for HGV’s sign at Mill Lane. Councillors advise that 

they actually feel that three signs are needed at not just Mill Lane but Straight Road and 

Deadmans Lane also. 

Action – Cllr Truelove will get highways out to review the signs 

Action – Cllr Thorpe to report to Highways where the lorry has gone into the side verge of 

the road  

Village Hall Invoice and 2nd quote for lighting to be included in the next agenda 

15. Date and time for next meeting – Monday 13th June 2016 at 7.30pm 

 

Meeting closed at 10:18am                                         


