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Draft until signed 

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 13th June 2016 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford 

 

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), T Whitehead (Councillor), J Crooks 

(Councillor: arrived at 8:12pm), D Thorpe (Councillor), Cllr J Truelove (County Councillor), Cllr 

D Whybrow (District Councillor) 

Attending: S Meech (Clerk) 

 

1. Apologises for absence 

 Cllr Reynard 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 None received 

3. Minutes of meeting hold on Monday 9th May and Saturday 14th May 2016 

 Both dates signed as true and accurate copies of the meetings 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr Truelove has carried out some investigations with a senior member of the Highways team 

at Suffolk County Council into accidents that have occurred along Combs Lane. In 2012 there 

were 3 serious and 3 slight accidents resulting in improvements being made to road signage. 

In 2014 there was no accidents noted due to signage improvements and there are no figures 

available for 2015. Cllr Truelove did manage to gain extended time from the planning officer 

at MSDC to submit her own comments. Cllr Truelove advises that traffic assessments of this 

area are carried out by the developer. Cllr Whybrow advises that the applicant of planning 

applications has to address comments that are made in relation to the plans and a traffic 

audit should be robust. 

5. Public Forum 

 Nothing to be discussed. 

6. County Councillors Report 

 See Appendix 1 

7. District Councillors Report 

 See Appendix 2 

8. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

Cllr Scarff wanted it noted as to how fantastic the defibrillation training was on Saturday 14th 

May 2016 and to thank Martin Render for his time and effort with the training. 

Cllr Scarff also commented as to how great the cemetery is now looking, it has been trimmed 

and all graves are tidy and in order and he thanked and congratulated Cllr Stephens-Row for 

his hard work. 

Cllr Crooks arrives at 8:12pm 

9. Planning 
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a. Applications received for consideration 

i. 2277/16 – Sunrise, Bildeston Road, Combs, IP14 2JZ – Erection of single storey side 
and rear extension. Erection of a detached garage/carport – All councillors are in 
support of the development of the bungalow and its extension, however, they have 
some concerns they would like noted to MSDC over the erection of the 
garage/carport. Action – Clerk to advise MSDC of the support of the development 
and extension of the bungalow but to advise MSDC of concerns regarding the 
location of the proposed garage/carport as it is so close to the boundary with the 
road at the front of the property. 

ii. 1131/16 - Fir Tree Farm, Park Road, Combs IP14 2LB - Erection of detached 
agricultural workers dwelling and double cart lodge (following demolition of former 
piggery) – Deadline extended for consultee comments to 14th June 2016 – All 
councillors were in support of the planning application, however, they did want it 
noted that they felt more traditional pantiles should be used on the roof and they 
felt that the size of the property as shown in plans is excessive for the site and 
would favour a smaller property. Action – Clerk to advise MSDC of Combs Parish 
Council response and comments. 

b. Decision received from MSDC 
i. 2149/16 - Star Cottage, Moats Tye, Combs, Stowmarket, IP14 2EY - To replace 

existing single pane glass windows of Star Cottage with slim line double glazed units 
of wood construction – Permission not required 

ii. 1568/16 - Yew Tree Cottage, Mill Lane, Combs IP14 2NF - Retrospective Application 
for the erection of Ground Mounted Solar PV System – Granted 

iii. 0631/16 - The Thatches, Moats Tye, Combs IP14 2EY - Erection of replacement 
dwelling – Granted 
 

10. Finance 

a. Accounts review to date – Business Bank Account Balance - £6,570.37 (as of 26th My 2016), 

Business Savings Account Balance - £12,020.57 (as of 2nd May 2016). 

b. Payments received 

i. Plot reservation fee – Maton – £200.00 

c. Payments to hand 

i. Combs PCC – Hall Hire Defib Training Seminar - £24.00. Cllr Thorpe proposes 

payment, Cllr Whitehead seconds and all councillors agree to payment. Cheque 

Number 022089 written and signed. 

ii. S Meech – Clerks overtime and expenses - £163.19. Cllr Stephens-Row proposes 

payment, Cllr Crooks seconds and all councillors agree payment. Cheque Number 

022090 written and signed. 

iii. Mid Suffolk District Council – Waste/Dog Bins - £450.00. Cllr Thorpe proposes 

payment, Cllr Crooks seconds and all councillors agree payment. Cheque Number 

022091 written and signed. 

iv. SALC – Annual Subscription - £302.37 – Cllr Whitehead proposes payment, Cllr 

Stephens-Row seconds and all councillors agree payment. Cheque Number 022092 

written and signed. 

 

11. Internal audit comments 

Cllr Scarff reads out the feedback from SALC internal audit and action points to be actioned 

by clerk. 

12. Approval of pay scales see SALC email 

Cllr Scarff advises Combs Parish Council of the revised pay scales provided by SALC for 

2016/2017, all councillors are happy with the new rates. Cllr Crooks proposes clerk annual 

incremental increase from point 18 to point 19 as stated in clerk’s contract, Cllr Stephens-

Row seconds the increment and all councillors agree to the increment. Clerk also advises 
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Combs Parish Council that she feels she needs to increase her hours. Action – Clerk to discuss 

the procedures and process for increasing hours of work and to investigate if they are able to 

recommend hours by size of parish. 

13. Collison hazard at Scotches Corner 

An email has been received by a resident raising concerns of a collision hazard at Scotches 

Corner. Cllr Thorpe also raised concerns over the white lines becoming worn. Clerk has 

forwarded these concerns over to Suffolk County Council via their online reporting tool. 

Action – Cllr Truelove has the highways engineer coming out Thursday so she will advise and 

show him of the issues that have been raised. 

14. White lines – junction of Tannery Road and Park Road 

 This item is the same concern as item 13. 

15. Parking on Poplar Hill 

Cllr Stephens-Row wanted to raise concerns over a series of vehicles being permanently 

parked on double yellow lines and by the speed bumps on Poplar Hill. Action – Cllr Stephens-

Row to highlight these issues to the local police. 

16. Street Lighting 

Cllr Thorpe advises that the 1st street light on Tannery Road near church field is currently 

obstructed by a tree. Action – Clerk to write to landowner, Mr J Durrant to advise of the 

obstruction. 

Cllr Thorpe raises the issue that the broken street light is still to be fixed. Action – Clerk to 

send quotation from Pearce & Kemp over to CAS (insurance company) to see if the light is 

able to fixed through Combs Parish Council insurance policy. 

Cllr Thorpe asks clerk if she has yet to receive a quote from Suffolk County Council to upgrade 

the street lighting, clerk advises that she has not received anything at all. Action – Cllr 

Truelove to chase up Suffolk County Council. 

17. Defibrillation machines 

Cllr Scarff has spoken with the Tannery and they are happy for the 2nd defibrillation machine 

that has been ordered to be placed at the Tannery. Action – Clerk to provide Cllr Scarff with 

the defibrillation machines and cabinets once all delivered to her. Also Martin Render to be 

contacted in order to see if he is able to attend Combs Village Fete. 

18. The Neathouse, Moats Tye – Reply from MSDC 

Cllr Scarff reads the letter out for Combs Parish Council and all councillors agree for the 

response to be forwarded over to Mr Cole that raised some concerns and also Mr Pepper 

whom is the resident of The Neathouse. Action – Clerk to forward response to Mr Cole and 

Mr Pepper. 

19. Mr Florey – email reply re: bench at Combs cemetery 

Cllr Scarff reads out an email received from Mr Florey in response to our last meeting and the 

decision Combs Parish Council reached that permission was not to be granted for a 

commemorative bench to be erected. The councillors note the high regard that the late Mrs 

Florey had within the local community, however, all councillors agree that the two benches 

that are currently in the cemetery which are owned and are the responsibility of the parish 

council are sufficient for the size of the cemetery. Combs Parish Council also want Mr Florey 

to be advised that a headstone can be erected as long as it meets with the cemetery 
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regulations. Action – Clerk to respond to Mr Florey’s email with the parish council’s decision 

and to also include a copy of the latest cemetery regulations. 

20. Combs Cemetery 

Cllr Stephens-Row and clerk advise Combs Parish Council of their training session at SALC for 

cemetery management and advise the council that it is imperative that a new cemetery plan 

is produced as the current plan does not match the actual plots that have been placed in the 

cemetery. Action – Clerk to liaise with Tim at ICCM to see if he has any recommendations of a 

company that is able to produce a cemetery plan for Combs cemetery. 

21. St Mary’s Churchyard 

Cllr Scarff advises that the bins are still not being emptied at St Mary’s Churchyard. Action – 

Clerk to email Cllr Whybrow to advise of refuse issue and to see if he has any power or a 

contact to assist with this ongoing issue. 

22. Correspondence 

 

23. Any other business raised by councillors for inclusion on the next agenda 

 Action – Cllr Thorpe to report to Suffolk County Council on hay blocking drains in the village. 

24. Date and time for next meeting – Monday 11th July 2016 at 7.30pm 

 

Meeting closed at 9.47pm 
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Appendix 1 

PARISH REPORT JUNE 2016 BOSMERE DIVISION County 

Councillor Julia Truelove 

 

Full Council Meeting Postponed 

In view of the tragic death of the Leader of the Council's father on the day and time of the Council 

meeting on Thursday 26th May, the meeting was postponed. It is understood the meeting, with 

major agenda items addressed, now will take place in June. The June meeting was called especially 

to debate devolution issues, so it is anticipated that these will remain. 

Children's Special Needs Centres to Remain Open 

SCC's earlier proposals to close specialist support centres which provide support for children with 

complex and learning difficulties are now to remain open for this academic year. SCC argued they 

were under-used and their closure would save E250,OOO annually. More than 6,000 signatories to 

a petition calling for the proposals to be scrapped were presented to SCC. One important outcome 

is a commitment by SCC, 'to the further development of existing Specialist Support Centres'. 

Community Action Suffolk 

CAS (Community Action Suffolk) reported the results of rural services available throughout Suffolk. 

It revealed that the top concerns were roads, followed by transport/bus services and 

technology/broadband. The survey highlighted positive developments such as an increase in the 

recorded number of community buildings, community run pubs, and over a quarter of parishes 

surveyed are pursuing plans for affordable housing. 

Government Bill to Extend Broadband 

In the Queen's Speech, provision to give people the same right to a decent internet connection as 

other key utilities such as a landline was announced. It has not yet been decided how this aim will be 

fulfilled but under consideration is a new levy on the industry. A provider may also be given a legal 

requirement to install a connection of at least 10Mbs, but at some cost to rural homes for its 

installation. 

Heritage Lottery Award to Records Office 

E538,OOO has been granted to SCC, towards the building of a new E 17M records and heritage 

centre near Suffolk New College. This new home for the County's offlcial records will hold all records 

held by local authorities, many parish Church records, and some of the records held by parish 
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Councils across Suffolk. It is believed that the HLA is likely to follow this amount with a further grant 

of E 10.3M. SCC has promised E5M for the project. 

1 | Page 
 

PARISH REPORT JUNE 2016 BOSMERE DIVISION continued 

 

Two new Suffolk River Crossings Planned 

SCC's Cabinet approved the expenditure of E20M to progress the design and build of a new crossing 

over the River Orwell, Ipswich, built from the West Bank to Cliff Quay, and the other, a third 

entrance to Lake Lothing in Lowestoft. 

The new crossings will be funded largely from the Government although E20M has been pledged by 

SCC, coming from its current account and from its capital funds. Work is due to start on each 

crossing during the financial year 2019-20. 

SCC's Trading Standards Success 

E59,OOO was returned to consumers who had fallen victim to rogue traders who had operated in 

the Suffolk and Essex areas 
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Appendix 2 

Report to Combs Parish Council for Full Council Meeting on Monday 13th June 2016 From David 

Whybrow, Mid Suffolk District Councillor.  

  

1.0 Planning (since last report 9th May 2016 to date of report)  

1.1 Validated   

  1.1.1  Fir Tree Farm, Park Road, Combs   IP14 2LB  

Reference 1131/16  

Erection of detached agricultural workers dwelling and double cartlodge  

(following demolition of former piggery)  

Validated 13 May 2016  

Consultation Expiry 15 June 2016  

Target Determination 8 July 2016  

  1.1.2  Sunrise, Bildeston Road, Combs   IP14 2JZ  

Reference 2277/16  

Erection of a single storey side and rear extension. Erection of a detached garage/carport  

Validated 19 May 2016  

Consultation Expiry 17 June 2016  

Target Determination 14 July 2016 1.2 Pending Decisions  

   There are no pending Decisions  

1.3 Decisions  

 1.3.1  Yew Tree Cottage, Mill Lane, Combs  IP14 2NF  

   Reference 1568/16  

   Retrospective Application for a change of use of land and erection of a  

   Ground Mounted Solar PV System  

Validated 26 March 2016   

Consultation Expiry 11 April 2016  

Target Determination 21 May 2016  

Determination 11 May 2016  

Decision - Grant  

1.3.2 Star Cottage, Moats Tye, Combs, Stowmarket   IP14 2EY Reference 2149/16  
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To replace existing single pane glass windows of Star Cottage with slim line double glazed units of 

wood costruction. As discussed during a planning officer visit in January 2016, the following windows 

are planned to be replaced; * Entrance Lobby 2 x windows. * Lounge 1 x front window. * Bathroom 2 

x windows. * Landing 1 x window. * Master bedroom 3 x windows. * Second bedroom 1 x front 

window. * Third bedroom 1 x window. Existing windows to be retained are; Lounge 1 x rear window. 

Kitchen 2 x windows. Second bedroom 1 x rear window  

Validated 05 May 2016   

Determination 19 May 2016  

Decision – Permission not required  

1.3.3  The Thatches, Moats Tye, Combs  IP14 2EY  

  Reference 0631/16  

  Erection of replacement dwelling  

Validated 12 February 2016   

Consultation Expiry 15 March 2016  

Target Determination 8 April 2016  

Determination 6 June 2016  

Decision - Grant  

1.4 Appeals  I am not aware of any Appeals in the period  

  

  

2.0 Building a sustainable future consultation  

Mid Suffolk District Council believe that housing-led growth is important to the future prosperity of 

the area. However, they want to take time to discuss the future with all residents, explain what the 

challenges we face are and go into detail about how we can not only meet them, but build a better, 

sustainable future for the district at the same time.  

Accordingly, events will be held across the towns and villages throughout Mid Suffolk to explain why 

they believe that housing-led growth is important to the prosperity of the area. You can find details 

of when and where these events will be held here http://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/OurFuture/Events/   

Anyone who lives or works in Mid Suffolk is welcome to attend any of these events, and take the 

opportunity to discuss Our Future with officers and councillors at each of them. Why do we need 

more housing? Read all about the Challenges we face, and the Opportunities it can bring on the 

website.  

Parish Profiles are available on the Town and Parish Councils page. The Combs Socio Economic 

profile is as the attached document noted in the appendices.   
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3.0 Full line up confirmed for Suffolk Armed Forces Day event  

Armed Forces Day is an annual, national, campaign that gives everyone the opportunity to show 

their support for the men and women of the Armed Forces including currently serving troops, 

service families, reservists, veterans and cadets. This year, on 25 June, the Suffolk Armed Forces Day 

Event taking place in Stowmarket.  

Serving members of the Armed Forces will also be in attendance, with stands and activities, including 

a climbing wall, staffed throughout the afternoon from 6 Regiment Army Air Corps and the 3rd 

Battalion The Royal Anglian Regiment.  

 There will also be entertainment from The Mementos and Georgia Ollivander, who will be joining 

many others at Pikes Meadow in Stowmarket for the Suffolk Armed Forces Day event, from 12 noon 

until 9pm on Saturday 25 June.  

The event, entry to which is free, will begin at Red Gables, in Stowmarket, at 11.45am, from where a 

parade, including members of the Royal British Legion, Suffolk Army Cadets and the RAF Cadets, will 

march down to Pikes Meadow for 12 noon where the event will be formally opened by Clare, 

Countess of Euston, Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk. From then until 5.30pm there will be a chance to 

take part in games such as Battle Stations laser tag and the Lego Brickologists for younger visitors 

and performances by:  

·         The Stowmarket Concert Band  

·         The Wattisham Military Wives Choir and the RAF Honington Military Wives Choir  

·         The Suffolk Regiment Re-enactors ·         The Ipswich Diamonds Majorette Troupe … and others.  

From 5.30pm visitors will be invited to gather round and settle down for musical performances from 

the Mementos, Georgia Ollivander and the London Girls.  

A shuttlebus service will run throughout the event from Tesco on the Cedars Park Link Road, who 

have offered to provide free parking, to Pikes Meadow. Visitors will also be able to park at PPG 

Industries on Needham Road, a seven minute walk from Pikes Meadow. Similar events will be taking 

place across the UK, enabling people to come out and show their support, and giving a much-valued 

morale boost for Armed Forces personnel and their families.   

Major Jamie Milnes, 6 Regiment Army Air Corps Community Engagement Officer, said:  

“Armed Forces Day is an excellent opportunity for both the Military and Civilian Communities to 

come together and celebrate the work of the UK’s Armed Forces both at home and overseas. It is an 

important reminder of the commitment that Armed Forces personnel make to the defence of the 

United Kingdom and the sacrifices made by the serving men, women and families of Regular and 

Reservist personnel.  

“This year’s Suffolk Armed Forces Day event at Pikes Meadow is shaping up to be an outstanding day 

and the hard work of everyone taking part will be very well received by all members of the Armed 

Forces Community and their families.”  

  

  

4.0 Conclusion  
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I trust the forgoing is informative and relevant.   

Finally, if there are specific matters that you would like me to investigate or report on – just ask.   

  

Contacts details as follows:  

david.whybrow@midsuffolk.gov.uk david@dswhybrow.com  

07799 068 926  

Or visit me at The Old Rectory, Stowmarket Road, Ringshall.  IP14 2HZ  

  

5.0 Appendices  

• Combs Socio Economic profile – Jan-16  

 


