Draft until signed

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting

Monday 12" December 2016 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford

Present:

Attending:

S Scarff (Chairman), T Whitehead (Councillor), D Thorpe (Councillor), J Truelove (County
Councillor), D Whybrow (District Councillor)

S Meech (Clerk)

Apologises for absence

ClIr Crooks, ClIr Reynard & CllIr Stephens-Row
Declarations of Interest

None

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 14" November 2016
Signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting
Matters arising from the minutes

No matters arising

Public Forum

No public in attendance

County Councillors Report

See Appendix 1

ClIr Truelove advises that for months she has been trying to arrange a meeting with Philip
Wright regarding some highways issues within Combs and unfortunately, he was only able to
meet with CllIr Scarff for Combs Parish Council and not Battisford Parish Council. However, he
did advise that if a sign was to be placed at Mill Lane it would not be a defence but just a
deterrent to stop HGVs using the road.

Action — Avian flu risks are to be posted on the noticeboards and website and ClIr Scarff to
check if DEFRA has a poster that can be used.

District Councillors Report
See Appendix 2

Action - Cllr Whybrow to investigate approval for Fir Tree Farm, Bildeston Road and an
agricultural tie to be attached to the property.

Parish Council Chairman’s Report

Clir Scarff reports that himself and Rev Childs had a meeting at St Mary’s Churchyard with
Suffolk Wildlife Trust regarding some wildlife areas within the churchyard, Tracey from
Suffolk Wildlife Trust was very impressed with the effort that had been made at the
churchyard and she has asked for a report on the wildflowers that are growing in the area.
ClIr Scarff has spoken to Kenneth Mudd regarding a flower report and he is happy to carry
this out. Suffolk Wildlife Trust have now provided Clir Scarff with 3 signs to be placed at the



churchyard. Clir Scarff also advises that a tree survey is required of some of the trees at the
churchyard.

ClIr Scarff has heard from David Windle regarding maintenance of the churchyard as well as
the cemetery and he is happy to carry this out, however, the current contract that Combs
Parish Council have for grass cutting with Stowmarket Town Council also includes topple
testing as part of the contract, therefore separate quotes for topple testing would have to be
requested and considered together with David Windle quote for maintenance.

ClIr Scarff tells Combs Parish Council that further to meeting with Phillip Wright and taking
him around the parish Phillip will advise ClIr Truelove of the costs of signage for the top end
of Mill Lane to advise that the road is unsuitable for HGV’s. Other issues were also discussed
including flooding on Jacks Lane and the worn away white lines at Scotches Corner which he
advised are soon to be rectified.

Action — ClIr Thorpe is to investigate whom is the owner of the hedge in Webbs Close that is
protruding over the footpath.

Planning
Applications received for consideration
i. SCC/0244/16 — School Bungalow, Lavenham Way, Combs, Stowmarket, IP14 2BZ —
Demolition of existing caretaker’s bungalow and erection of a new preschool —
Application is discussed and all councillors agree for no comment for this application
— Action — Clerk to advise SCC of decision
ii. 4455/16 — Land to the South of Union Road, Onehouse, IP14 3EH - Erection of 300
dwellings, access, internal roads, garages, fences, walls, parking, landscaping, public
open space, ecological enhancement works, drainage infrastructure and associated
works — Application is discussed and all councillors agree that the letter originally
sent for this application should be resent and adjusted accordingly. Action — Clerk to
adjust and resend original letter regarding this application.

b. Decisions received from MSDC

i. 4213/16 - Fir Tree Farm, Bildeston Road, Combs IP14 2LB - Notification for Prior
Approval for a Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural Building to a Dwelling house
(Class C3), and for Associated Operational Development — Prior approval with
conditions

8.15pm — Clir Whybrow leaves the meeting

10.

Finance
Accounts review to date — Business current account balance as of 26" November 2016, is
£4,351.02 and the savings account balance as of 2" December 2016, is £12,020.57.
Payments received

i. HMRC - VAT Repayment - £563.08
Payments to hand

i. SALC — Clerks CILCA day one training - £75.00 — ClIr Thorpe proposes payment, Clir
Whitehead seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number
022113 is written and signed by Clir Scarff and Clir Thorpe.

ii. BVHMC — Hall Hire - £140.00 — Cllr Whitehead proposes payment, Cllr Thorpe
seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque Number 022114 is
written and signed by ClIr Scarff and ClIr Thorpe.

iii. D Windle — Cemetery cutting and maintenance - £385.00 (D Windle advises that the
grass cutting around graves and memorials will change to £37.50) — ClIr Thorpe
proposes payment, Clir Whitehead seconded payment and all councillors agree
payment and are also happy with the increase to £37.50 per cut. Cheque Number
022115 is written and signed by Clir Scarff and Clir Thorpe.



11.

12.

13.

iv. S Meech — Overtime and Expenses — £47.64 — ClIr Thorpe proposes payment, ClIr
Whitehead seconded and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 022116 is
written and signed by ClIr Scarff and ClIr Thorpe.

v. HMRC - Clerks Tax - £0.40 - ClIr Thorpe proposes payment, Clir Whitehead
seconded and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 022117 is written and
signed by ClIr Scarff and ClIr Thorpe.

Budget

Clerk and councillors to remain after meeting to draw up a draft budget ready for discussion
at the January parish council meeting.

Precept/taxbases

This item is also to be discussed after meeting and proposed at the January parish council
meeting.

Email received regarding a dog walking/training area/land to rent or buy?

Combs Parish Council advise that they are not currently aware of any land that is available at
present for this purpose.

8.30pm — ClIr Truelove leaves the meeting

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Combs Cemetery

Cllr Scarff has arranged a meeting at Combs cemetery with architects in order for new plans
to be drawn up of the cemetery and its plots.

St Mary’s Churchyard

Rev Child has sent an email to Clir Scarff and the clerk to advise of a tomb in the churchyard
that has collapsed, Clir Scarff advises that he has temporarily fenced off the tomb and is to
discuss responsibility of the tomb with the diocese.

Street Lighting

Clir Thorpe advises the council that street lamp number 13 opposite Prospect House has now
been fixed, however, street lamp number 17 is yet to be fixed as it has a supply fault and has
no idea how long it will take for UK Power Network to fix the fault. Cllr Thorpe also advises
that he has been given contact details of Carl Folly from Gerard Brewster at Suffolk County
Council and is going to arrange a meeting with Carl in the new year to discuss a quote for
upgrading and maintaining the street lights.

Correspondence
Nothing more to discuss all correspondence is circulated by email.

Date and time of next meeting — Monday 16" January 2017 at 7.30pm

Meeting closed at 8.53pm



Appendix 1

BOSMERE DIVISION REPORT DECEMBER 2016
County Councillor Julia Truelove

Devolution Debate

S.C.C. Full Council met on the 23" November, 2016 to debate the present and future position of the
Devolution proposals.

The Leader of the Council acknowledged that the earlier deal to create a Mayoral Combined Authority
for Norfolk and Suffolk was off the table.

The debate proposed an amended set of recommendations as follows;
That Council agrees:

1. Toreiterate the commitment, given at its June meeting, to Devolution as a means for
delivering accelerated growth in the local and national economy and helping local people and
places fulfil their potential;

2. To authorise the Leader and Chief Executive to:

a) seek an urgent meeting with the Secretary of State to discuss the Government’s intentions
around devolution;

b) work with Government and local partners to agree an alternative devolution deal as soon
as possible

3. That further reports are presented to the Authority, as appropriate, as the Devolution process
progresses.

The debate which followed raised, among other issues, the disquiet shared by some members on all
sides over an elected Mayor, and the implications for governance and decision making.

However, it was recognised that pursuing devolution was a means of securing more local control over
funding and decision making. It was also recognised that the process would be about an alternative
devolution deal, and the Council will have a further opportunity to debate the outcome if the
Government’s intention is to pursue the idea.

The motion was carried by a large majority with a few abstentions.

s

Suffolk Libraries

Following proposals to further reduce the Suffolk Libraries budget in 2017-18, a strong defence has
been mounted by Suffolk’s Libraries Industrial and Provident Society. The latter was established
following the County’s relinquishing of its total responsibility in August 2012. Suffolk Libraries
continue to innovate and develop all aspects of the diverse library services.




g

BOSMERE DIVISION REPORT DECEMBER 2016
continued

Budget reductions have occurred annually yet it remains a free service. The future looks bleak if
S.C.C.s proposed budget cut is approved.

Highways Pothole Fix

The Government has allocated funding to repair 33,000 potholes in the County, up from 26,000 this
year. There has been a marked increase in claims for compensation prompted by pothole damage.
During the summer, Highways carried out a surface dressing treatment on 2.5 million square meters
of the road network, designed to prevent potholes and cracks appearing. S.C.C. Highways continues
to urge the public to report damage and defects.
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Appendix 2

Councillor David Whybrow (Conservative)

Mid Suffolk District Council Member for Ringshall Ward
Report to Combs Parish Council

Full Parish Council Meeting on Monday 12t December 2016

Planning (since 19t October 2016 to date of report)

1.1 Validated (awaiting Decision) -
1.1.1 Plot 2, Kersey Hall, Tannery Road, Combs P14 2EZ

Reference 4373/16

Change of Use of commercial land (part) to domestic use
Validated 26 Oct 16

Consultation expiry 01 Nov 16

Target Determination 21 Decl16

1.2 Decisions —

1.2.2

1.2.1 Caravan, Meadow View, Bildeston Road, Combs. P14 2JZ
Reference 2730/16 (Full Planning Permission)

Change of use of mobile home to holiday let

Validated 06 Sep 16

Consultation expiry 05 Oct 16

Target Determination 01 Nov 16

Decision 01 Nov 16

Decision — Refuse

New Property, White House Farm, Moats Tye P14 2EY
Reference 3929/16 (amended application)

Erection of a three bay cart lodge

Validated 03 Nov 16

Consultation expiry 01 Dec 16

Target Determination 09 Dec 16

Decision 29 Dec 16

Decision — Grant

1.2.3 Fir Tree Farm, Bildeston Road, Combs [P14 2LB

Reference 4213/16

Notification of prior Approval for a proposed change of Use of Agricultural
Building to a Dwellinghouse (Class C3) and for Associated Operational
Development

Validated 11 Oct 16

Consultation expiry 14 Nov 16

Target Determination 06 Dec 16

Decision 24 Nov 16

Decision — Grant



2.0 Parish Precept 2017/18 & Taxbase

This is just an update to remind you on a few matters for you to take into account whilst you
are considering your 2017/18 precept levels.

The Precept Form for 2017/18 for you to complete should have been sent to the Parish
Clerk. This needs to be returned to Mid Suffolk by 315t January 2017. These are also available
to download from the Council’s website.

The Combs taxbase for 2017/18 is 303.03 compared with 301.79 for 2016/17 which is an
increase of 0.4%.

As you will recall there are no further grants to be paid as these finished in 2016/17. At the
time of writing Mid Suffolk had not heard anything from the government regarding the
proposed change in the rules for a referendum for Parish and Town councils. Details of
these proposals were included in the consultation documents; links to which were sent out
on 12th and 26th October 2016. If and when they do hear that anything has been finalised
they will let you know.

Should you require any further clarification or wish to discuss the position for your council,
please do not hesitate to contact Sue Palmer or Melissa Evans.
sue.palmer@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk (01473 825816)
Melissa.evans@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk) (01473 825819)

3.0 Devolution

As a consequence of the number of Norfolk District and Boroughs that have rejected the
Norfolk and Suffolk Combined Authority deal offered by Government and Norfolk County
Council’s decision to cancel their meeting, at which it would have been debated and
determined, the Secretary of State has now withdrawn the deal.

At the Suffolk Public Sector Leaders held on Friday 18 Nov 16 it was unanimously agreed to
continue with the Council meetings planned in Suffolk but present a different
recommendation. In essence this was to confirm Suffolk’s support to the devolution process
and to authorise the Leader and Chief Executives to seek an urgent meeting with the
Secretary of State to see where we go from here with a view to the submission of a new
devolution bid for Suffolk and others.

A revised Recommendation “to reiterate the commitment, given at its June meeting, to
Devolution as a means for delivering accelerated growth in the local and national economy
and helping local people and places fulfil their potential” was passed by Mid Suffolk
unanimously with support across party lines.

All other Suffolk Authorities also passed similar Recommendations. Accordingly, we await to
see what the Secretary of State’s approach will be to this matter. Early indications are that
adjacent Authorities across both our north and south County borders may wish to
participate in a new deal.



4.0 Waste and Recycling

4.1 Recycling

A campaign has been launched by the Suffolk Waste Partnership to highlight the
importance of people getting their recycling right.

A leaflet is being sent out to every household in Suffolk to highlight what can and
can’t go in your recycling bin, which aims to serve as a reminder —and a new video is
also be available online to further highlight the issues.

Across Suffolk more than half of our household waste is recycled, but contamination
levels have been rising as people increasingly put unsuitable items in their kerbside
recycling bins. These items are potentially dangerous, can have a negative impact on
the environment and ultimately cost the taxpayer extra money to clean up. All
recyclable waste collected from Suffolk households is taken to the Materials
Recycling Facility (MRF) in Great Blakenham, where it is sorted and baled before
being sent on for recycling. This facility is designed to only accept and process
certain materials. If the wrong items are delivered they have to be removed,
sometimes by hand. To ensure the correct items are put into their recycling bins,
residents across the county are being asked to remember the following points to
combat contamination:

. Textiles and clothes can no longer go in the recycling bin, either bagged or
loose. Instead people are asked to donate their clothing to charity shops, or to take
it to their nearest recycling banks.

. Anything smaller than 4cm, such as loose bottle tops or shredded paper,
won’t get recycled they fall through the sorting process. However, bottle tops can be
recycled by simply washing and squashing plastic bottles and putting the tops back

on.

. Aluminium foil needs to be rolled into a tennis ball size before being placed in
the recycling bin.

. Food waste, glass, electrical items, and batteries are just some of the

common contaminants found. These items can’t go in your recycling bin at home but
they can be recycled elsewhere. Information on where they can be recycled are in
the leaflet and online. * Some people are even putting used nappies in their
recycling bins.

These must always go in the rubbish bin.

More information can be found on the Suffolk Recycling website at:
http://www.greensuffolk.org/recycling/

4.2 Christmas & New Year Waste and Recycling Collections

As usual, the festive calendar in late December and early January means that, due to
bank holidays, it has been necessary to amend the usual waste collection days across
Babergh and Mid Suffolk. You can find the full details of the changes to collection
dates on our new website, for Mid Suffolk:
http://beta.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk.testing.onesuffolk.default.onesuffolk.uk0.bigv




.io/a ssets/Waste-Services-Bins/Documents/MSDC-Colour-Front-Page.pdf Please do
circulate these calendars to anyone you feel could make use of them. We also have
greyscale versions available for any black and white newsletters, email
duncan.merren@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk for a copy.

This year will also see a return of the Christmas Tree Collection Points that were a hit
across the district last year, allowing residents to recycle their trees once the festive
period is over. Mid Suffolk are currently finalising the locations of the collection
points: watch the websites for the full details as soon as they’re agreed.

4.3 Waste collection days for 2017 These can be found by following this link.
http://beta.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk.testing.onesuffolk.default.onesuffolk.uk0.bigv
.io/a ssets/Waste-Services-Bins/Documents/MSDC-A4-Colour.pdf

5.0 Better, simpler and effective website launched.

Providing a better service for residents that is simpler for staff to deliver and is cost effective
for tax payers is the foundation of the changes being made to how the public access Mid
Suffolk services. That is why in the last few weeks we have begun the roll out of our new
website, and we are seeking views on the new site as it develops over the next three
months.

With 87% of the UKs adult population having used the internet in the last three months we
know people are using the internet more and therefore it is important we provide access to
our services via our website in the most effective way possible.

National research has shown that the cost to local authorities of its residents accessing its
services online compared to via the telephone can save as much as £2.68 per enquiry. While
those residents needing face to face support will continue to receive it, the new website will
mean more people can contact the Councils 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Senior members of the Councils met with the Town and Parish Council Liaison Groups in
recent weeks to show how the new website looks and to answer questions that were raised.
For example in response to the concern that was raised on internet speeds across the
county, we were able to explain that the new site takes into account challenging low
broadband speeds. The site has a low bandwidth and will have a limited amount of images
and functions that would normally require faster bandwidth.

Mid Suffolk’s work on improving public access is all about providing a better service for
residents that is simpler for staff to deliver and is cost effective for taxpayers. The new
website is fundamental to that and this is why we want to hear from people using the site
so we can ensure it is the best it can be. The new website can be viewed at:
http://beta.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk.testing.onesuffolk.default.onesuffolk.uk0.bigv.io/ Or
by visiting www.midsuffolk.gov.uk and following the link on the home page to the new site.
Once on the new site users can send feedback using the feedback button at the top of the
home page.

6.0 Appointment of a new Joint Chief Executive.




Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils have approved the recommendation of a cross
party Joint Appointment Panel to name Arthur Charvonia as their preferred candidate for
the post of Joint Chief Executive. He is currently employed as Strategic Director at Suffolk
Coastal and Waveney District Councils. The Council approved this recommendation
unanimously at their meeting on Monday 31 October 2016. The cross party appointment
group felt Arthur’s experience of joint working across two district councils, and the wider
Suffolk Public Sector family, made him the ideal candidate to lead our two councils through
the many challenges and opportunities ahead.

7.0 Museum of East Anglian Life update

It’s been a busy season; closing with over 4,600 visitors attending the bonfire night
celebrations on 5 November!

Did you know the museum will be 50 next year? They will be celebrating this achievement
by running a fundraising campaign focused on heritage breeds and bringing the Suffolk
trinity back to the museum. They want to develop the story of farming and animal
husbandry, which is important to our region, so that people can learn about its impact upon
their lives. They are also planning lots of activities throughout the year to celebrate the
museum and bring local communities together.

More people are using museums but traditional funding is falling fast. As an independent
museum they have to charge entry but that only pays for a small percentage of what it costs
to keep going and they need to raise the funds to pay for this project. It takes a lot of time,
money and hard work to care for our animals and maintain our farming collection. They do
it because they believe it matters — and because they think we might believe it matters too.
They are looking for museum champions to help kick start this project and if you, or anyone
you know, are interested in getting involved or want to find out more please do get in touch
with the museum.

8.0 Conclusion
| trust the forgoing is informative and relevant.

Finally, if there are specific matters that you would like me to investigate or report on — just
ask.

Contacts details as follows:

david.whybrow@midsuffolk.gov.uk david@dswhybrow.com

07799 068 926

Or visit me at The Old Rectory, Stowmarket Road, Ringshall. IP14 2HZ
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