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Draft until signed 
 

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 10th July 2017 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford 

 
 
Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), D Thorpe (Councillor), C Todhunter 

(Councillor), T Whitehead (Councillor), J Crooks (Councillor), S Reynard (Councillor) 
 
Attending: S Meech (Clerk) 

 
1. Apologies for absence 

 
Cllr A Whybrow (County Councillor) and Cllr D Whybrow (District Councillor) 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
 

Cllr Thorpe – Item 10 c) v) – Payments to hand – Cheque for expenses – declaration of interest book 
signed 
 
Cllr Scarff – Item 9 a) ii) – Fenns Farm – Planning applications – declaration of interest book signed 
 

3. Public Forum 
 

No public in attendance 
 

4. Minutes of meeting held on Monday 12th June 2017 
 

Minutes signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting 
 

5. Matter arising from the minutes 
 

No matters arising 
 

6. County Councillors Report 
 

County Councillor absent from meeting 
 

7. District Councillors Report 
 

District Councillor absent from meeting 
 

8. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 
 

Cllr Scarff just wanted to share the news with Combs Parish Council that the fete this year was a 
tremendous success and had the biggest turnout so far since it started with around 2,000 people 
attending.  
 

9. Planning 
a. Applications received for consideration  

i. DC/17/02396 – Sunrise, Bildeston Road, Combs IP14 2JZ – Single storey side 
extension – All councillors agree no comment 

ii. DC/17/02763 & 02764 (Listed Buildings Consent) – Fenns Farm, Bildeston Road, 
Combs IP14 2JZ – Alterations to existing single and 2 storey rear extensions, 
replacement of 1 front window, insertion of replacement front door and new front 
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porch – Cllr Crooks propose support of this application, Cllr Stephens-Row seconds 
this and all councillors are in favour. 

b. Decision received from MSDC 
i. 1505/17 - Fir Tree Farm Bildeston Road Combs IP14 2LB - Change of type of external 

facing bricks, insertion of wood burning flue, and insertion of solar panels to rear 
roof slope of existing building. Change of use of agricultural land to domestic 
garden, provision of package treatment plant, and temporary siting of a caravan – 
Permission granted 

10. Finance 
a. Account review to date – Current Account balance as of 26th June 2017 is £5,740.98 and the 

savings account balance as of 3rd July 2017 is £10,301.00 
b. Payments received 

i. Plot reservation – Pamela Masters - £200.00 
ii. Burial fee – T/L John Harvey - £340.00 

c. Payments to hand 
i. S Meech – Clerks Overtime & Expenses – £78.65 - Cllr Stephens-Row proposes 

payment, Cllr Crooks seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque 
number 022138 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe 

ii. HMRC – Clerks Tax - £6.80 - Cllr Crooks proposes payment, Cllr Todhunter seconded 
payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 022139 is written and 
signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe 

iii. BVHMC – Hall hire (Local Government Act 1972, s.133)/Barclif (Local Government 
Act 1972, s.142)/Broadband (Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
s.19) - £410.00 - Cllr Crooks proposes payment, Cllr Todhunter seconded payment 
and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 022140 is written and signed by 
Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe 

iv. SALC – Cemetery Management Training - Cllr Stephens-Row proposes payment, Cllr 
Whitehead seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 
022141 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe (Open Spaces Act 1906, 
ss.9 & 10 – Local Government Act 1972, s.214) 

v. D Thorpe – Bus Shelter Repair Expenses - Cllr Stephens-Row proposes payment, Cllr 
Todhunter seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 
022142 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe (Local Government 
(Miscellaneous Provision) Act 1953, s.4) 
 

11. MSDC – Pre-application planning charges 
 

E-mail circulated to councillors before the meeting for their information. 
 

12. New clerk appointment 
 

T Bamber has now been appointed as the new parish clerk/RFO for Combs Parish Council. S Meech 
has already had a few hours of training with T Bamber and has arranged a full day of training for 
August in order for handover to take place. A new email has now been set up by the new clerk and 
the address is combsparishcouncil@gmail.com. Contracts, addresses etc. to be agreed between the 
new clerk and chairman. 
 

13. Housing White Paper – Neighbourhood Planning 
 

Cllr Whitehead, Cllr Todhunter and Cllr Thorpe feedback to Combs Parish Council the outcome of the 
meeting with Bill Newman and Cllr D Whybrow before Battisford Parish Councils last meeting and it is 
agreed that a Neighbourhood Plan should be considered and that it would be beneficial to discuss 
joint plans for this with Battisford Parish Council. 
 
Action – Cllr Scarff on behalf of Combs Parish Council to liaise with Cllr Knock on behalf of Battisford 
Parish Council to discuss working together for a neighbourhood plan 
 

mailto:combsparishcouncil@gmail.com
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14. Bus shelter 
 

Combs Parish Council thank Cllr Thorpe for the work he has carried out on the bus shelter, treating 
the wood. 
With regards to the repair works that need completing on the bus shelter roof, Cllr Crooks advises 
that this is a carpenter’s job and advises that he has received a quotation from Mr. Wade for £18.00 
per hour and the job should take around a week to complete.  
 
Action – Cllr Whitehead to get another quotation for the roof repairs 
 

15. Street Lighting 
 

Cllr Thorpe had struggled to get in contact with Carl Folley, however, contact was finally made and 
Carl Folley has advised that he will order the parts he needs to carry out the upgrading of the lights 
and will commence works at the end of July. 
 
Action – Maintenance contract to now be cancelled with Pearce & Kemp 
 

16. Rural Coffee Caravan 
 

Action – Cllr Scarff to liaise with Rev Childs to discuss potential sites for the caravan in the village 
 

17. Speed signs 
 

Item to be moved to the next agenda 
 

18. Tree trimming/straw movements – Chaplin Farm – see e/mail 
 

E-mail received from the Chaplin Farm regarding straw movements and requesting that Combs Parish 
Council investigate the areas that Mr. Chaplin raised as issues within Combs parish. Clerk has already 
forwarded over the details of the Tannery Road Closure in July for tree trimming outside the tannery 
to A Chaplin. Combs Parish Council also advise that D Windle has trimmed back the tree in his garden 
to where he is happy and does not wish to trim it any further.  
 
Action – Clerk to send an email/letter to A Chaplin to advise that the farm is still responsible for straw 
deposits and in previous correspondence it was agreed that the straw would be cleared up by the 
farm, however, the road sweeper has only been seen out once. 
 

19. Combs Cemetery 
 

Cllr Reynard has forwarded over some amendments for the cemetery regulations, however, there is 
much discussion so it is decided that this task should be carried out as a group and with clarification 
sought from the Institute of Cremation and Cemetery Management. 
 
Cllr Scarff also requests that the new cemetery plans are updated with all current burials, Cllr 
Whitehead and Cllr Stephens-Row volunteer to meet at the cemetery together one day to update the 
plans. Action – Clerk to email draft cemetery plans she created in excel to Cllr Whitehead and Cllr 
Stephens-Row. 
 

20. St Mary’s Churchyard 
 

Cllr Scarff visited the churchyard the other day and the grass had still not been cut, he contacted 
Stowmarket Town Council and they cut the grass the following day and Cllr Scarff has arranged to 
meet the new manager from the council at the churchyard. Cllr Scarff also wanted to advise that a 
group has now been formed to re-instate the bells at the church. 
 

21. Correspondence 
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The councillors have noticed that Walnut Tree Cottage opposite D Windle have not trimmed their 
hedge back and it is now protruding quite far onto the highway. 
 
Action – Clerk to send a letter to the residents of Walnut Tree Cottage to request that they trim back 
their hedge 
 

22. Any other business for inclusion on the next agenda 
 

No items  
 

23. Date and time of next meeting – Monday 11th September 2017 at 7.30pm 
 
Meeting closed at 9.30pm 

 
 

 
 

 


