
 1 

  Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 13 April 2015 at 7.30pm, Battisford Community Centre 

 
Present: Cllr I Clark (Chair), Cllr D Eade (Vice Chair), Cllr J. Henson; Cllr S Reynard; Cllr S. Scarff; Cllr J. Crooks,; Cllr T 

Durrant 
Also present: District Cllr P Godden, PC Matt Brown, Mrs A New (Clerk); David Whybrow (observing) 

 
1. Apologies County Cllr Truelove  
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 Cllr Clark – items 13c vi & 13c vii 

Cllr Scarff – item 13c vi  
 
3. Public Forum  
 Mr David Whybrow attended the meeting as an observer. 
 
4. Community Police Team Report 

PCSO Brown reported on a recent fire at Combs Wood.  Following discussion it had appeared that youths had 
been seen partying in the area during the time period the fire is expected to have occurred.   
 
3 monthly priority setting will relate to calls received and feedback from public meetings.  The next priority 
setting meeting, where public are invited to attend, will take place on Thursday 2nd July 2015 at Elmswell Fire 
Station. 
 
The Community Police team are holding Catalytic converter marking sessions free of charge.  
 
Cllr Henson asked PCSO Brown if it would be possible for a police vehicle to be present at the village fete on 4th 
July with the aim of promoting the neighbourhood watch scheme.  PCSCO Brown said he would investigate and 
confirm. 
 

5. County Councillor 
 A copy of Cllr Trueloves report was circulated in her absence.   The report had included an expression of thanks 

for the goodwill and professional support shown by Cllr Clark during his role as Chair of the Parish Council. 
 
6. District Councillor. Cllr Godden presented her report giving an overview of the joint working between Babergh 

and Mid Suffolk since inception of the partnership.  Cllr Godden reported that housing and corporate initiatives 
had proven successful, particularly within the budget restrictions.  The Parish Council acknowledged the work 
done but were concerned that cuts over the last 4 years may have proved detrimental to village support. 

 
7. Approve Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9 March 2015 
 The minutes were approved and signed as a true and accurate record. 
 
8. Matters arising from previous minutes 
 Meadow View – There had been no progress on the issues previously raised. 

 
Incinerator at Blakenham – In Cllr Truelove’s absence this item to be carried forward to the next meeting. 

 
 Combs Cemetery tree planting – Cllr Clark thanked Cllr Scarff for the support and work carried out planting 

trees on the Combs Cemetery site.    
 
9. Reports from Councillors 
 a. Visits and meetings – None reported. 

b. Matters raised for information and attention: Cllrs reported highways problems to be reported as follows: 
i) 3 way sign post at Scotches Corner leaning to one side.   
ii) Pothole on Poplar Hill (coming from Stowmarket) 
iii) Poplar Hill junction with Church Road, road disintegrating/pothole. 
iv) Disintigrating road/pothole on Poplar Hill [near Punch Bowl sign]. 
ACTION:  Clerk   
 
  . 

10. Report from the Parish Clerk.  Nothing to report. 
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11. Correspondence received: (a) Post; (b) e-mails 
 Correspondence received was noted.  Useful information from Mendlesham received regarding street lighting.  

Wetherdon Parish Council have carried out a similar process to Mendlesham for renewing their street lighting. 
 
Cllr Godden had given details regarding benefit fraud reporting.  Telephone contact no. 0800 8544400 to be put 
on noticeboards. 
 

12. Planning 
 (a) Consider applications received:   
 i) 0873/15 – Tile Row.  Response to include concern regarding impact of external lighting on nearby residencies. 
 ii) 1082/15 – Model Farm. No comment. 

iii) 0884/15 – Holy Oak Farm.  The Parish Council do not feel this application for development is appropriate 
within this location and that it would set a precedent for future expansion of similar constructions.   

 (b) Decisions made by MSDC – all of the following applications were granted: 
  0420/15 – Halfpenny Cottage, Little London. Paint all external windows and doors 
  0425/15 – Halfpenny Cottage, Little London. Replace front door. 
  0138/15 – Little Finborough Hall.  
  0460/15 – Little Finborough Hall. 
 0580/15 – Model Farm. 
  
13. Finance 
 a. Current balance – Current finance sheet circulated.  The end of year figures to be presented at the next 
 meeting. 
 b. Payments received – None received. 
 c. Approve payment of invoices received   
 (i) Clerks Salary and expenses of £137.72 was due. Cllr Clark proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr 
 Durrant.  All Cllrs were in favour.   Chq no. 022031was written and signed. 

(ii) HMRC clerks tax was due - £33.00.  Cllr Clark proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Crooks.  All Cllrs were in 
favour.  Chq no.022032 was written and signed. 
iii) Village Hall Hire - £120.00 due.  Cllr Crook proposed this to be paid, seconded by Cllr Henson.  All Cllrs were 
in favour.  Chq no. 022033 was written and signed.  
iv) MSDC Cemetery Rates - £87.84 was due.  All Cllrs were in favour of payment by ongoing Direct Debit. 
v) CAS subscription renewal - £30.00 due.  Cllr Clark proposed this to be paid, seconded by Cllr Scarff.  All Cllrs 
were in favour.  Chq no. 022034 was written and signed. 
vi) Combs Fete Insurance - £84.20 was due.  Cllr Henson proposed this to be paid, seconded by Cllr Eade.  Cllrs 
Clark and Scarf abstained as they sit on the Fete Committee.  All remaining Cllrs were in favour. Chq no. 022035 
was written and signed. 
vii) Combs Website - £120.00 was due.  Cllr Eade proposed this to be paid, seconded by Cllr Henson. Cllr Clark 
abstained as he sits on the website Committee.  All remaining Cllrs were in favour.  Chq no. 022036 was written 
and signed. 
d. Banking arrangements 
Cllr Clark had circulated an email following up from previous discussions regarding alternative banking 
arrangements.   This supported the view that there was no immediate cause for concern with our current 
bank (Santander).  However, Cllr Clark recommended that it would be prudent for the newly elected Council to 
review banking arrangements both for good governance and review current stability with the current banker.  
All Councillors were in agreement. This item to be held over for the new Council to consider 
e) Designated funds 
Cllr Clark reminded the Council that specific funds had been allocated to specific items and were required to be 
used in line with regulations. For clarity he had circulated a spreadsheet indicating where funds had been spent 
in line and which complied with the regulations. 
  

14. Elections 
Only three Councillors remain in position, with one new addition making four.  There are three vacancies and 
the Council will look to co-opt. Cllr’s Clark, Henson and Durrant will not be standing in the May election.  Cllr 
Henson gave reasons for standing down which included poor responses from the District and County Councillor 
with little or no feedback able to be given to residents.  [Full statement – appendix 1] 
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Cllr Godden confirmed that she would be stepping down from her position as District Councillor. 

 
 Cllr Clark will hand over to the newly elected Chair at the next meeting. 
 
15. Standing Orders 

Cllr Clark reported on Standing Order requirements having sought a more concise document.  He proposed the 
Parish Council adopt the revised version which he had circulated.  Cllr Henson seconded, all Cllrs agreed.   
 

16. Electronic Summons 
 This item had been bought forward to formalise acceptance as all Councillors had not been present at the 

previous meeting.  All Councillors agreed on being sent summons by electronic method. 
 
17 Parish Clerk Vacancy 

1 candidate had applied.  With recruitment closing at the end of this week interviews will be held the following 
week.  Cllr Clark to circulate details of the interview. 

 
18.  Pension regulations 

New requirements coming in to force over the next couple of years require a contact name for important 
correspondence as non-compliance to timescales could lead to fines.  Cllr Scarff agreed to be named contact. 

 
19. Burial Grounds: (a) Combs Cemetery (i) Cemetery Regulations (b) St Mary’s Churchyard  

A further complaint had been received regarding non-compliance of regulations [given the timescale had 
elapsed] in regards to the letter sent by the Chair in November 2014.   Following discussion Cllr Crooks 
proposed that the Parish Council contact Stowmarket Town Council for their advice and possible support in 
carrying forward adherence to the regulations as stipulated in the letter.  Cllr Eade seconded the proposal and 
offered to draft a holding letter. Cllr Clark recommended that the final decision on the way forward would be 
better made by newly elected Parish Council as it would be in their remit to carry out further action.  6 
Councillors were in favour, 1 abstained.  Cllr Crooks will contact Stowmarket Town Council in terms of 
requesting their advice in the first instance on the most appropriate way to deal with this delicate situation.  
Consideration for a final decision will be put to the new Council.  

   
20. Any other items [for inclusion on the next Agenda]  
 None.  
  
21. Date of next meeting – Monday 11th May, 2015, at 7.30 pm.  This is the Annual Parish Council Meeting, as well 
 as the first meeting of the new Parish Council.  The Annual Parish Meeting will be held at 7.00 pm on 11

th
 May. 

  
Cllr Clark thanked the Parish Councillors, District and County Councillors for their support during the time he had been Chair.  The 
Parish Councillors thanked Cllr Clark for his leadership and sound advice. 
 
Cllr Godden relayed her thanks to the Parish Council for their support and courteous reception received at each meeting.   
  
The meeting closed at 9.40pm. 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
“I have decided not to offer myself as a candidate at the forthcoming election.  Since joining CPC some 7 years ago I 
have always seen my role as a conduit for local people to raise issues of concern.  I mistakenly thought that having 
encouraged feedback from Parishioners and flagged them with our County and District Councillors I could expect 
some action.  However, I have become increasingly disillusioned with both our Councillors ability to get results. The 
officers within County and District (our employees) it seems, do what they want and repeatedly offer excuses for non-
action, which it appears are all too readily accepted by our representatives.” 
Councillor Jim Henson.  April 2015 
 


