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Also present:
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12,

13.

Minutes of Combs Annual Parish Council Meeting
Monday 12 May 2014 at 7.30pm, Battisford Community Centre

Clir I. Clark; ClIr D. Eade; ClIr S. Scarff; ClIr J. Henson; Clir T. Durrant; Clir S. Reynard.
County Councillor Truelove; Mrs H. Andrade, Clerk

Election of Chairman
ClIr Clark asked for nominations for Chairman. Cllr Henson proposed Clir Clark, this was seconded by Clir Eade.
Clir Clark was willing to stand as Chair. The parish councillors voted and all agreed for Clir Clark to be Chair.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman - Clir Clark completed the form, signed by the Clerk.

Election of Vice-Chairman

ClIr Clark asked for nominations for Vice Chair. Clir Eade was willing to be Vice-Chair. Clir Scarff proposed Clir
Eade for Vice-Chair, seconded by Cllr Henson. The parish councillors voted and all agreed for Cllr Eade to be
Vice-Chair.

Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Vice Chair - Cllr Eade completed the form, signed by the Clerk.
Apologies for Absence — Apologies were received from ClIr Crooks and District Clir Godden.
Declarations of Interest — There were no declarations of interest.

Declarations to changes to Register of Interests
The Clerk circulated copies of the Register of Interests; the councillors checked it and made any amendments.
ClIr Clark said he would remind ClIr Crooks that he needed to complete a new Register of Interests form.

Public Forum — No members of the public were present.

At this point ClIr Clark said he would like to offer condolences on behalf of the parish council on the passing of
Victor Scarff.

Minutes of the meeting held on 14 April 2014 - The minutes were signed as a true and accurate record.

Matters arising from previous minutes

Clir Henson asked the clerk to remind Suffolk County Council that the work still hadn’t been done to widen the
footpaths and trim the hedges back along Tannery Road and Poplar Hill. Clir Clark commented on the planning
application 0990/14 — Kersey Hall, Tannery Road, Prior notification of a proposed change of use of a
property from Bla (offices) to C3 (dwelling houses) which was discussed at the last meeting. Planning
permission had been granted although the parish council had been unable to comment because more
information was needed before a decision could be made. Clir Clark said he would email MSDC and ask them
for clarification on prior notifications.

Correspondence - Correspondence received over the past month was noted.

Reports from Councillors

a. Visits and meetings
Clir Clark had attended the recent Chairs meeting, which had been very useful. There had been a
presentation on Health Watch Suffolk and one on Broadband.

b. Matters raised for information and attention - There were no matters for information and attention.
Planning
a. Consider applications received

i 0705/14 - 1 Fenn Cottages, Combs Lane
Creation of new vehicular access and hardstanding. Closure of existing access.
This application was discussed, the parish councillors agreed to support it.

b. Decisions made by MSDC —to be recorded at the next meeting.



14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Finance
a. Current balance - Reports were circulated; and discussed. There were no concerns.
b. Payments received — The first half of the precept and the local government grant had been received -

£2439.50; cemetery fees had been received of £310.00; a cheque had been received from
Neighbourhood Watch Suffolk towards the purchase of Neighbourhood Watch Signs, and 13p interest
had been received.
c. Approve payment of invoices received
i Stowmarket Skip Hire - £105.00 proposed by Clir Clark, seconded by Clir Durrant. All
councillors were in favour, cheque 240 was written and signed.
ii. HMRC tax due on Clerk’s salary - £36.00 — ClIr Clark proposed this be paid, seconded by ClIr
Henson, all Clirs were in favour. Chq 242 was written and signed.
iii. Realise Futures - £347.59 — Neighbourhood Watch Signs, Cllr Henson proposed this be paid,
seconded by CllIr Eade, all ClIrs were in favour. Chq 241 was written and signed.
d. Clerk’s Salary and Expenses February — April 2014 - £521.99
Clir Clark reminded the Clerk that April should have been paid at the higher rate of £10.30 per hour,
as after each April salary increases according to going up a spinal point on the NALC salary scale. He
reminded the Clerk to make adjustments for this next time. Clir Clark proposed this be pair, seconded
by ClIr Eade, all councillors were in favour. Chq 243 was written and signed.
e. Annual Return
The clerk had circulated copies to the parish councillors prior to the meeting. There were no
amendments to be made to the form. Section 1 was agreed and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
Section was completed and signed by the Chair and the Clerk.
f. Charitable Requests
(i) Avenues East — there were insufficient funds in the budget for charitable requests outside of the
village, therefore it was agreed that no support would be given this time.

Burial Grounds

a. Combs Cemetery
Amended regulations had been circulated these were agreed and the Clerk was asked to distribute
them to the Funeral Directors. Larger copies of the regulations would be displayed at the Cemetery
and the Clerk agreed to send a copy of the Rules and Regulations when sending out the Certificate of
Exclusive Rights. Handling the grave owners who were not following the regulations was discussed.
Cllr Eade said he would visit Needham and Stowmarket Cemeteries to compare with Combs. It was
agreed that something needed to be done about memorials that were not within the regulations, but
more information would be gathered first.

b. St Mary’s Churchyard
Cllr Clark reported that it had appeared that Stowmarket Town Council had been topple testing the
grave stones in the Churchyard, but it now appears that this hadn’t been done. He had followed this
up with David Blackburn the Town Clerk, but hadn’t heard anything, he would contact him again.

Meadow View
There was nothing further to report, Clir Clark asked Cllr Scarff for photos that could be sent to MSDC to
remind them about the situation.

Parish Council Clerk

The Clerk had given notice of her resignation. Clir Clark had drafted an advertisement which he would
circulate to the parish councillors and clerk for approval. The closing date would be 31 May. Interviews were
planned for the evening of 9 June.

Any other items for inclusion on the next agenda

The parish councillors had been invited to an afternoon with Rev Chris Childs. Cllr Henson said that he and Clir
Eade would put up the new Neighbourhood Watch Signs around the village. Clir Henson hoped that forensic
pens would be available soon for everyone in the village. Information about Neighbourhood Watch would be
put on the village website.

Date of next meeting
Monday 9 June 2014, at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm.



