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Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 9 June 2014 at 7.30pm, Battisford Community Centre 

 
Present: Cllr S. Scarff; Cllr J. Henson; Cllr J. Crooks 
Also present: County Cllr Truelove; Mrs H. Andrade, Clerk 

 
1. Apologies – Councillors Clark, Eade, Durrant and Reynard had sent their apologies.  Apologies were also 

received from the Community Police Team and District Cllr Godden. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest – There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. Public Forum – There were no members of the public attending. 
 
4. Community Police Team, County Councillor and District Councillor Reports 
 Cllr Truelove gave her report.  In addition she reported that the post was in place for the 30mph sign on 

Bildeston Road, and it was hoped that the sign would be installed shortly.  Cllr Godden and the Community 
Police Officer had sent in reports, which were read and discussed. 

 
5. Approve Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12 May 2014 
 The minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.   
  
6. Matters arising from previous minutes 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
7. Reports from Councillors 
 a. Visits and meetings 
  There was nothing to report.  
 
 b. Matters raised for information and attention 
  The Clerk was asked to bring to the attention of SCC Highways, the following: 
  The hedge opposite the Old Rectory in Park Road was growing out in to the road. 
  Fir Tree Farm – the footpath sign had disappeared and the stile had been covered over. 
  The footpath along Tannery Road and Poplar Hill was still a problem and in addition the hedge was 

growing over the pavement too.  The Clerk was asked to report this again. 
  The hedge at Ebbs House was again growing over the road. 
  The gulley opposite the Old Post Office had sunk a foot lower than the road and needed to be 

reported urgently. 
 
  Cllr Truelove requested she be emailed a copy of the report, so that she could follow up the requests 

on behalf of the parish council. 
 
8. Report from Parish Clerk - There was nothing to report. 
 
9. Correspondence received - Correspondence was noted. 
 
10. Planning 
 a. Consider applications received - No applications had been received. 
 
 b. Decisions made by MSDC - No decisions had been received. 
 
11. Finance 
 a. Current balance - Reports were circulated; and discussed. 
 b. Payments received – £220 - Cemetery Fees. 
 c. Approve payment of invoices received 

i. SALC Internal Audit - £139.20 - Cllr Crooks proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Henson, all 
Cllrs were in favour.  Chq 244 was written and signed. 

ii. MSDC Bin Emptying - £288.00 – Cllr Scarff proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Henson, all 
Cllrs were in favour.  Chq 245 was written and signed. 

iii. HMRC - £47.40, Cllr Henson proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Scarff, all Cllrs were in 
favour. Chq 246 was written and signed. 
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  d. Charitable Requests 
   i. EACH – The request was discussed, but it was agreed that no funds were available. 
 
  e. Internal Auditors Report 
 The annual accounts had been audited by the Internal Auditor.  There were no issues raised in the 

Internal Audit Report.  The report was accepted, there were no comments. 
 
 f. Clerk’s Salary & Expenses – May 2014 - £191.53 
  The clerk had requested to receive payment of her salary monthly instead of three monthly because 

of her resignation and to simplify payments to HMRC, which were paid monthly. 
 
  Cllr Scarff proposed payment of the Clerk’s salary, this was seconded by Cllr Crooks, and all councillors 

agreed.  Chq 247 was written and signed. 
 
12. Community Governance Review 
 This would be discussed at the next meeting, when Councillor Clark had returned. 
 
13. Burial Grounds 
 a. Combs Cemetery  
  The new Rules and Regulations had been distributed to all Funeral Directors and Stone Masons.  A 

meeting to discuss memorials that were not meeting the current rules and regulations had been set 
for November 2014. 

 
 b. St Mary’s Churchyard  
  Cllr Crooks reported that Ann Cole, Church Warden was concerned about the amount of items the 

church had put into the skip.  He had asked Ann to discuss this with Cllr Clark when he returned.  Cllr 
Crooks agreed that he would get some top soil in preparation for the autumn. 

 
14. Meadow View – there was nothing further at this time. 
 
15. Parish Council Clerk 
 There had been one applicant for the position, Adrienne New.  Cllrs Eade and Clark would interview her on 

their return from holiday.  It was hoped that the new clerk would be in place by July. 
 
16. Street Lights 
 a. Pearce & Kemp – new contract 
  Pearce and Kemp had sent a new contract for 2014 – 17.  It was agreed to wait until the next meeting 

before signing and agreeing to the new contract. 
 
 b. Letter to Santander 
  The clerk had produced a letter to send to Santander in preparation for the increase in Standing Order 

to Pearce & Kemp, as per the terms of their contract.  The letter was signed by the signatories Cllr 
Henson and Cllr Scarff. 

 
17. Any other items for inclusion on the next agenda 
 Cllr Scarff asked if a request could be sent to BVHMC for Wifi at the Village Hall. 
 
18. Date of next meeting  
 Monday 14 July 2014, at 7.30pm. 
  
 The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 


